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me alſo; andtho' it was fo dark that he cou'd not 
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But as I cou'd not get it out of my head that I 
had heard ſome W and as it ſeem'd to 
me of conſequence to puniſh this boldneſs in my 
—— 1 8 when I left Theofa, to 

ſome time at the Garden door, which was not 

r from her apartment, in order to ſurpriſe, as 
came in, the perſon who had been ſo curious as to 

| watch us. I had not waited there long before I 
perceived a man coming towards me, but he faw 


poſlibly know me, yet he returned as faſt as he 
cou'd to the grove from whence he came. My im- 
patience made me purſue and call after him thas he 
_—_— who I was by my voice., I comman 
to ſtop, but he did 8 regard me. My re- 
ſentment was fo great that I reſolved to ay, ano- 
ther method to clear up this affair immediately. I 
went in again, and order'd all the Domeſtics which 
J had at Oru to be call'd together. Their number 
was not large: I had but ſeven, who all appeared in 
a minute. I concealed the motives of my behavi- 
our, and the Selictar coming into my thoughts, 
with all the ſuſpicions which cou'd accompany ſuch 
an idea, I was exaſperated at a piece of treachery of 
which I thought I cou'd no longer doubt. It ſeem- 
ed plain to me that he lodged at ſome houſe in the 
neighbourhood, from whence he hoped that he 
might eaſily in the night get aumittance into mine. 
But was this with the cnowledge and conſent of 
Theofa? This doubt which immediately aroſe in 
my mind, overwhelmed me with anguiſh. I ſhou'd 
ve ordered all my Servants to — ſearched the 
Garden, I had not been with-held by another 
thought which made me take a quite different reſo- 
lution. 
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A. It ſeem'd to me of much more importance 
to dive into the deſigns of the Selictar, than to 
ſeize his perſon; and determining to undertake the 
trouble of doing this myfelf, I ſent away all my 
Servants without excepting 'even my 
Chambre, and returned to my poſt at the Garden 
door, where I hid myſelf more carefully than I had 
the firſt time. I hoped ſoon to. ſee the Selictar re- 
turn, but had the mortification to wait for him a 


long while in vain. 


He came privately into the houſe while I was get 
my Servants together. Bema, who had led 


fately conducted him back to his quarters. My 


all the next day was too great to be con- 


cealed. I did not ſee even Theofa, and look'd up- 


on the own which ſhe diſcover'd in the evening with 


my health only as artifice and perfidy, 
which L Was — thinking how to revenge. As 


an addition to m thouble I received advice at night 


that the life of 


Cheriber was in the utmoſt 


danger, and that his friends, who knew the ſtep 
which I had already taken in his favour, conjured 


me to fee the Grand Viſir again, and to renew my 
follicitations. What an accident at a time when I 


was already viewing in my mind the confuſion with 


which I ſhou'd overwhelm the Seliftar ! But there 


was no room to hefitate between duty and love. 
The only means to reconcile them was to return to 
Conſtantinople as faſt as poſſible, that I might be 


back before the night was too far advanced. But 1 
3 the utmoſt diſpatch, return 


; and how cou'd I be ſure that the 


alet de 


ting 
bim into the Garden, gueſs'd at my ſuſpicions, and 
having made a pretence to leave her Miſtreſs, had 


TR 


reſolved te reſume my poſt at my Garden door, and 
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limited her commiſſion, and 


turn, that ſhe ſhould have broke off all FF 
with the Selictar, and been faithful in her ſervices | 


fired that he would grant me a moment's audience, 
even in the Seraglio where I was told he was. He 
did not make me wait long; qr |. A 
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T began by degrees to reproach myſelf with hay- 
ing rejected . and in my preſent ne- 
ceſſity ſaw no remedy but having recourſe to it, at 
leaſt upon this occaſion. And having ſent for her 
to me, Bema, ſaid I, affairs of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence call me to Conſtantinople. I dare not truft 
Theofa to herſelf, and am convinced of the neceſ- 
ſity of ſetting over her fo faithful a Governeſs as 
you. Aﬀume at leaſt the authority, if not the 
title, till my return" To you I commit the care 


of her health and conduct. Never was man fo 
fooliſhly perfidious. The wretched Bema however 


afterwards confeſſed to me, at a time when circum- 
rr f 
iven her hopes of 


always retaining the ſame 
inftexd of letting her for it was to. end at my re- 


F 


to me. 

I went away tolerably well fatisfied ; but my 
Journey was uſeleſs to my two friends. And as foon 
as I came to my houſe I heard that the Grand Viſir 
had twice ſent one of his principal Officers thither, 


| who ſeem'd to be pretty much out of humour at not 
meeting with me; and ſome whiſpers which began 
to be ſpread abroad, were I thought ill omens for 
the two Baſſas. I went therefore immediately to the 


Grand Viſir's, and pretending to be very impatient 


to know what he wanted with me, earneſtly de- 


by the care he took to prevent my complaints. I 


Was unwilling, faid he, that you ſhould have any 


reaſon to accuſe me of not ſhowing a great regard to 


T 893 and had ordered my Officer, 


if 


tin my houſe | 


ſed to ſeat on the Throne Prince Achmet, the 


powerful in Egypt, that it was not doubted but that 


terprize. 
they cou d not bear at their age, had forced them to 
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a few hours ſooner. Auriſan Muley, Aga of 
Janiffaries, having been long exaſperated againſt 
Court for a to leſſen his authority, 


: 


rr 


1 


br 


he had pre 
his 
cat 


been ſucceſſively 
the Divan refolve to apprehend them. 


both i rich, and their influence was ftill ſo 


they were the two principal pillars of the Aga's en- 


i In fact, the fear of cruel tortures which 


＋9a 5 confeſs 
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con if. that they were gun nd that the ſcheme 
which the Confpirators ha formed was to paſs inte 
Egypt with Achmet if they l. 004d not ſucceed in 


their endezvonr: to <#abliſh bim on the Throne im- 


mediately. This co ion did nat hinder them 
from ſufferine variou: '01721cs, to make them de- 
Clare the n ces of ti r accoinplices, and particu» 
larly whether the Boſtungi Bachi and the Selictar 
were guilty. But »heth:c chey did not really know, 


or whether they reſolved to t ow thx ſame conſtaney 


8 both perſ. ted to death in not al- 
ledging againſt them. Four hours ſince, 


Aid 28. hogan you wou'd have found them 


ſtretched on = rack in my anti- chamber; for there 
they underwent their laſt examination, and the Grand 


— order'd their execution as ſoon as it was 


| The I was greatly terrified at ſo recent — 

rophe, yet my friendſhip for the Selictar did not 
uffer/ me to forget to aſk the Miniſter if he was 
enough to ſhow himſelf with ſafety. Why 
erve me, ſaid he, I love the Selictar, and am far 
om chagrining him for nothing; but as his flight 
s raifed unlucky prejudices againft him in the 
Council, I with that he would not appear without 


having firſt ſpread ſome report to clear up the myſte= 


ry of His abſence, And fince he has retired to you, 


keep him, added he, till I ſend you word. I look'd 


upon the Viſir's confidence as a new favour, and 
thank'd him for it; but not knowing for certain 


that the Selictar was at my houſe, I thought 'myſelf 


obliged not to ſuffer him to think he was. I was 
juſt come from Oru, where I had been laft night and 


all that day, and proteſted ſo folemnly that I had 


not ſeen the Selictar there, that the Vit choſe ra- 


ther to think his Spies had deceived him than to 
queſtion my _ Me 


he, which will ver much trouble and ſurpr 
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My journey being very much ſhorten'd by fo = 


happy an event, I pleaſed myſelf with the 
Cl r to tho tone cxmagh.s fapeile thoks- 
lictar in my Garden, and already began to conſider 
by what means 1 hight infovs my ſucceſs. But. 
when I came back to my houſe at Conftantinople, 
I found my Valet de Chambee waiting for me with 


the utmoſt impatience. He immediately deſired to 


. with me in 


T bring you news, faid 
iſe you. 
neſius is dying of a wound which he received from 
e Selictar, Theofa is reduced to the fame extre- 
mity by her fears, and Bema, whom I ſuppoſe to 
be the wicked author of all theſe diſorders is ſecured 


{ driven from the houſe, and who may eaſily get 


to enter it by force. The concern 


ſtrength 
whith he ſhow's for rr 


. As he was alone, I ſhou'd have cauſed 
him to be apprehended, had I not been afraid of 
you, However, added my Valet, I have 
taken fo much care to put the reſt of your Domeſ- 


ties in a poſture of defence, that you may by wy = 
_ eaſy with regard to any attempts till your arrival. 


80 | 


an accident not permitting me to 


be io, I ſet out immediately, taking four Servants 


well armed along with me by way of precaution. 


The confternation in which I found thoſe of Oru, 
was a proof that my Valet had not aggragated mat 
| ters. I found them, armed with a dozen muſkets, 


keeping a firie guard at my gate ; and aſked. them 
how fa and Syneſius did, whoſe adventure I 
cou'd not yet comprehend. were ignorant as 
well as I of his not having quitted the houſe ; and 


merry 


= the Seliftar was there, it was 
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merry to fee them take ſo much pains 
keep him out of my houſe before he had left i 
Having _—_— examined concerning this affair, 


which — ko ke Bema fided with the Se- 
litar, and urged him to kill Syneſius, but they were 
ſoon parted. The Selictar ſtole away, Syneſius was 
cover'd with blood, and Theofa trembling and al- 
moſt dead with fear, conjured my Domeſtics to fly 
and tell me what had happen'd. = 
Her having thought of me affected me ſo much 
that I went immediately to her t, and was | 
more eonfirmed by the joy ſhe diſcover'd at ſeeing 
me. [I went to her bed- She ſeized my hand, 
and graſped it very hard. Heavens ! faid ſhe, what 
Horrors have I been a witneſs of during your ab- 
ſence! You wou'd have found me dead of my 
fears, had you tarried longer. The manner and ac- 
cent in which ſhe utter'd theſe words was fo artleſs 
and affecting, that my — 1 
but I was tempted, notwithſtanding the circum- 
ſtances in which I found ber, to relapſe into all my 
former fondneſs. I endeavour'd however to confine 
my in my heart, and contenting myſelf with 
Ban el , Tre n | 
a tranſport which wou'd now and then ſhow itſelf N | 
in my words, tell me what I muſt think of the hor- 
rors of which you complain. Can you complain of 
what happen'd in your chamber? What did the Se- 
lictar do there; what Syneſius? None of my ſer- 
vants know any thing of the matter. Will you 
give me a faithful account? 
Ves, this is one of the things, faid ſhe, which af- 
frighted me moſt : I forefaw as all wou'd appear a 


, that you wou d not exempt me from your 
ſuſpicions 


— 


8g 


2 
© my 


14 
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ö ? wretchedneſs, I int 


_ obſerving diſtinctly. 


the Selictar to puniſh him for it. They were dn 
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ſuſpicions ; but I call Heaven to witneſs that I fee 
no farther in this affair than As ſoon as you 
was gone, continued the, and I thought of nothing 
retiring, Bema came and told me ſeveral ſtories 
to which I gave but very little heed. She ridiculed 
14 and the other exerciſes in which 
I fpend my time ; EN Cf cnn, (00 06 
which perſons of my age in pleaſures 
* An hundred amorous tales which ſhe told 


pearance; dut we bay cage told me 
Leg rang Þ end pwaany > Apt uneaſineſs, had 


J not ſuppoſed that you might have pardon'd him 
upon your arrival 1 Conſtanti „ and have ſent 


: Mr pany with ſome commands hs ns. F ſuffer d 


4 nearer, and when he began a * 
ich contained nothing but 

him as ſoon as [ 
ed that he did not come from you. 7 oat 
fand expreffions of grief he fell on his knees by my 
n itation. At the ſame inſtant 
Bema introduced the Selictar: don't ask me what 
this increaſe of my confuſion hinder'd me from 
I heard Bema fhrick, 
reproach Syneſius with his temerity, and urge 
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armed. Syneſius put himſelf in a poſture of defence 
but being wounded by the Selictar, he cloſed in with 
him, and I faw their poniards glitter in the air as. 
they were ſtruggling together. The noiſe of their 
ftrite, rather than my ſhrieks, for my terror had. 
made them too weak to be heard, drew your Do- 
meſtics hither ; and all that I remember of what 
happen'd afterwards, is that they went at my earneſt 
delire to haſten your return. 5 
Her innocence was fo evident in this account, 
that I was forry for my ſuſpicions, and did all I 
cou'd to diſperſe the remains of terror which ſtill = 
A in her countenance. And during the 
warmth of my vows of fondneſs and love, with 
which I thought ſhe was greatly moved and ſoften d, 
I might perhaps inſenſibly have obtain'd the favour 
which I had ſworn not to ask, if the ſitength of 
my reſolutions had not ſupported me againſt the re- 
bellion of my ſenſes, But my ſcheme was ſettled ; 
and I think in the opinion which I then had of her, 
that I ſhou'd have been really ſorry to have found 
her guilty of a weakneſs which would have leſſen'd 
my eſteem. 3 
Not loſing any thing however which ſooth' d my 
paſſion, I drew ſatisfaction enough from this acci- 
dent to enable me to look upon the doubts which I 
had yet to clear up, as events which began to affect 
me leſs, and which I ſhou'd examine with great 
calmneſs and ſerenity. Do you remember, faid I 
to Theofa, in order tg let her know part of my ex- 


what I flatter myſelf with more plainly diſcovering 


one Gay or other. She ſeem'd doubtfulof my mean- 
Ing. 


I have ſufficiently explain'd myſelf, replied I ; 
and was perſuaded, when I left her, that the only 
affected not to underſtand me. I immediately ſent 


for Bema, This crafty Slave hoping for ſome time 


pectations, that you have now ſuffer d me to ſee 


The Fair Greek. 13 
to deceive me, endeavour d to perſuade me that the 


Selictar came by chance to my houſe in the evening, 
that ſhe happen'd to ſee him the moment ſhe found 


| e for 
him. But I had not been fo long in Turky with- 
out knowing the power which a Maſter has over his. 
Slave ; and not thinking it at all probable that the Se- 
liter had ftole away privately, if he came with no 


ill deſign, I reſolved to make uſe of the molt rigo- 


ought to make at leaſt as deep an impreſſion upon. 
me. In ſhort, I talked of putting her to the tor- 
ture, and the ſterneſs of my voice and air making 
her believe that I was in earneſt, ſhe was ſo terri- 
fied that ſhe prefently confeſs'd the whole of her 
iatrigue. 

When I was fully convinced that the Selidtar had 
not een Theofa before he found Sy neſius in her cham 
ber, I thought I had — to banter him on 
account of his ill ſucceſs, than to be offended at his 
having concealed himſelf at my houſe: And Be:na 
eraſed all traces of my reſentment, by telling the 
reaſons which had induced him to hide himſelf from 
me. But what made my friend more excuſable not 
being ſufficient to juſtify her, I deſigned to conſider 
of the puniſhment which ſhe deſerved for her trea- 
chery; and it was upon this occafion that ſhe called 
* that I hou'd have W ; 

re 


| 
| 
F 
' 
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greatly 
further of her only to know what 


thing was become 
of the Selictar. She faid ſhe believed that he wa 
returned to her chamber, and that I might ſatisfy 
myſelf by only ſeeing whether the door was faft. 
Not by this proof of his being there, the 
only Kr 
his till hunger ſhou'd drive him out, and 


2 Valet de Chambre at the door to receive 
him as foon as he ſhou'd . Bema, whom I 
left in her priſon, r 
I promiſed myſelf from this ſcene. 8 
She cou d be ms no take with regard 
mus, fince no body was more ſurpriſed than herſelf 
heofa's apartment. But he gave | 


= ngerous, I order'd him to be taken care of, 
and defer'd ſeeing him *till he ſhou'd grow better, 
Whether he left my houſe and then came back a- 
gain, or whether he never went out of it, was ow- 
ing to the infidelity of one of my Servants, and was 
2 matter of little i which I was in no great 
hurry to puniſh. Andas I thought myſelf ſecure of 
Theofa's prudence, it was indifferent to me whe- 
ther ſhe was beloved by this young Greek or not ; 
nay, I foreſaw that it might be of ſome advantage 
to her with reſpect to her father. This reſtriction 
did not offer itfelf to my mind at firſt ; but think- 
ing of the affair fince the laſt converfation which I 
had with Synefius about it, I concluded if the vio- 
lence of his paſſion continued, that it wou'd give me 
an — of putting his Father to a new trial, 
by pi ctending to marry him to Theofa. If Lord 
Cond: -idi Bad not loſt all ſenſe of Honour and Reli- 
Son as Weil as nature, it wou'd I thought be im- 

poſſible 


— 
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poſſible for him not to oppoſe this inceſtuous mar- | 
riage ; and in a Country where the authority of fa- 
thers is not very great, I cou'd oblige him to have 
recourſe to this to hinder it. 

Thus accidents which had greatly alarmed me, 
had no worſe ences than the wound of Sy- 
neſius, and the chaſtiſement of a few Domeſtics. I 
parted with Bema ſome days aſter, with this morti- 
fying circumſtance for her that I fold her only for 
half what ſhe coſt me. This is a fort of puniſh- 
mend whted b inllilind cndy by pectbrs whe we rick, 
and who have at the fame time good nature enough 
not to uſe a Slave who has offended with cruelty; 
but however inſenſible theſe wretches may be, they 
are greatly affected by it, as it finks them in their 
opinion even below their own miſerable condition. 
I heard however that Bema was afterwards recom- 
mended to the Seliftar, and that he had been ſo 
prone as tn her for his Seraglio. 
Ass for him, I had not the pleaſure which I cx- 
E and thirſt. 

er t that ſne 
— againſt her will, and conſidering the 
circumſtances he ſhou'd foon be reduced to without 
her aſſiſtance, n till the 
morning, and fancied, as he was acquainted 
with my houſe, that he ſhou'd eaſily eſcape in the 
dark. He fell into the hands of my Valet de 
Chambre, who had already taken his 'Fhis 
fathful Servant might have periſh'd by his poniard ; 
but being himſelf ſuſpicious of it, he was cautious 
enough to ſpeak in a very civil manner, and to aſſure 
' he Bidder tar be hed he —N 
of violence, and that I ſhou'd on the contrary load 
him with careſſes and all kind of good offices. He 
He ſuffered himſelf, tho* not without ſome ſigns of 
diflidence, to be conducted to me. 3 


reſentment of the Port. I interrupted him in my 


give him more ſatisfaction with 
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but got up immediately ; but pretending to be great- 
ly Criſes : How | the Selictar, cried 1; why, 
what accident He interrupted me with an air of 
confuſion. Spare me the rallery, ſaid he, which I 
ſo richly deſerve. Even your reproaches will be 
juſt, if you conſine them to my nocturnal viſit to 
Theofa; but in the uſe which I made of my po- 


niard, I meant only to ſerve you, though the care 
' which your Servants took to ſnatch out of my hands 


the youth whom I wounded, makes me apprehend 
that I-was miſtaken in my zeal. And as for the li- 
berty which I have taken of retiring to your houſe 
without your knowledge, you ought to impute it 
only to the perplexity of a friend who knew not 
what ſtep to take, and who was willing to. make 
your houſe his aſylum without expoſing you to the 


turn, to aſſure him that I would fave him the trouble 


of juſtifying himſelf; and that I did not find any 


thing blameable in his conduct even wtih regard to 
Theofa, unleſs it was demeaning himſelf by a be- 
haviour which was not at all ſuitable to his noble 
manner of thinking. He own'sd that this reproach 
was juſt. Opportunity, faid he, got the better of 
my virtue. All the reſt of our converſation turned 
upon mirth and rallery. I aſſured him that his worſt 
puniſhment ſhou'd be to be lodged more commodi- 


ouſly and to be better attended than in Bema's cham- 
ber, without being expoſed to the 
induced him to conceal. himſelf. 


1 —_— 
My telling him 


what I had heard from the Grand Viſir, did not 
regard to himſelf 
than compaſſion for the fate of the Aga of the Ja- 


nifaries and the two Baſſas. He proteſted, how 


guilty, and that far from entering into their conſpi- 
racy, he ſhou'd abſolutely have bookes wh hems 
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had he ſuſpected it. He ſcen d diſpoſed ti at out, 
immediately, and talk*d of ſending for two. Slaves 
whom he OO" to wait for him in a 
neighbouring village. But I told him the precauti- 
2 the Grand V iſir defired him to uſe, before 
he returned to Conſtantinople. Among the many 
ſchemes which he might have embraced, he reſolved 
by my advice to go the next day to his ceuntry 
houſe, as if he was returned from viſiting the Ma- 
gazines and Arſenals of the Black Sea. I did not 
even refuſe to accompany bim; and to let him 
know that I did not only not retain any reſentment 
of what was paſt, but that I had ftill the ſame opi- 
nion of him which firſt induced me to court his 


friendſhip, I propoſed to take Theofa along with 


He cou'd hardly believe that I was fincere in what 
I offer'd ; but I was ſo much in earneſt, that having 
paſſed the reft of the night with him, I condudted ed 
bim myſelf to Theofa's apartment to perſuade her to 
agree to our propoſition. Her laft converſation had 
made me as it were ſuperior to all the weakneſſes of 
Jealouſy ; and I was fo well fatisfied that the Selic- 
tar wou'd never gain her affections, that his vainly 
renewing his attempts wou'd bea ſort of triumph to 
me. Beſides, whatever my ſucceſs might be, I was 
unwilling to let him have it in his power to reproach 
me with preventing his. I ow'd him this complai- 
ſance, as J had perhaps at firſt contributed ta his paſ- 
ſion by being fo ready to approve it; and ſhou'd 


Theofa according to my wiſhesever feel an affection 


for me, I ws defirous that my friezd ſhou'd loſe all 
hopes of ſucceſs, before he perceived that I was hap- 
pier than himſelf. 3 F 
If Theofa ſeem'd ſurpriſed at our ſcheme, ſhe 
made no objections to it when ſhe found that I 
was to be with her, and that ſhe was only to accom- 


1441555 
nem 


125 
28. 


1 


y flarter the vanity of w 
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views, and that he himſelf were I to gran 


| long was 
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| ſhe came to was, that ſhe ſhould devote the reft of 


her life to the practice of the les for which the 
confeſſed that ſhe was indebted to my inſtructions 
and ow'd me more than for her liberty. The con- 
fuſion which I had not been able te avoid, paſs'd 
row from my countenance to that of the Selictar. 
He complain'd bitterly of his fate; and addreſſing 
himſelf to me, conjured me to communicate to him 


ſome of the power which Theofa attributed to my 


, would only confirm Theofs in her principles. 

y heart overflow'd with joy thought my 
happineſs better ſecured by this declaration than by 
d before. I ftole 


of this — Edifce. He introduced us the ; 


fame evening into his Seraglio, with a view 

of tempting Theofa to accept of the empire of ſo 
charming a place. But if ſhe was affected with 
any thing, it was not with its riches or wonderful 


ce. The remembrance of a condition in 


Which the had been, made fo deep an impreſſion 


upon her, that I obſerved her to fall into a profound 
— 3 did not leave her ſor ſome 
time. The Selictar us the Ii of going 
thither as often . d Theof ſpent 
the next day in convering with fuch women whoſe 
aggemences pleated her molt. Her ſtaying there fo 

rr whilft I 
alarm'd at it; but not caring to 
| _ follow 
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; 
? 


follow. her, I watched her coming out in order to i 


know the reaſon of it. The ſorrowful air which 
ſhe brought from thence, made me ſuppreſs my re- 
proaches, and only aſk her the occaſion of it. She 
propoſed taking a walk ; in the Garden, without an- 
ſwering my queſtion, The ſilence which ſhe con- 
tinued to obſerve, began to ſurpriſe me. At, laſt, 
fetchin 4 ſigh, he ſaid with the moral turn 
by —_— he ally gave to all her reflections, what 
in the — of life! What a chain of 
2 which have no reſemblance, and ſeem not 
form'd to be link'd together ! I have juſt made a 
diſcovery of which you fee I am very full, and which 
has inſpired me with deſigns which I will commu- 
nicate to you; but I muſt firſt melt you into tears 
by a fad relation of the ſtory. 
A ſenſible concern, continued ſhe, which I could 
not help feeling for the fate of ſo many wretches, 
and which you will think excuſeabl- aiter my own 
misfortunes, induced me to ask ſeveral of the Se- 
liftar's Slaves concerning the adventures which 
brought them into his Seraglio. Moſt of them are 
Circaſſians or natives of ſome neighbouring coun- 
tries, which have been trained up for their conditi- 
on., and are inſenſible of the 9 of it. 
But ſhe whom I have juſt left is a Stranger, whoſe 
good nature and modeſty are even more ftriking 
than the charms of her perſon. I took her aſide, 
and praiſed her youth and beauty. My commen- 
dations fill'd her eyes with grief, and nothing ſur- 
priſed me more than her anſwer. Alas faid ſhe, 
extol not ſuch worthleſs benefits, but rather if you 
are ſuſceptible of pity, look upon them as the fatal 
boon of Heaven, which makes me every moment 
deteſt my being. I promiſed her more than pity, 
and telling her that it might probably be in. my 
power to adminiſter ſome — ber to 


—... . cc 
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1 unfold the cauſe of ſuch firange deſpair. She told 
mes, after ſhedding ſome tears, that ſhe was born in 
SiC her father's ſuperſtition occalion'd 
and honour. His mother 
infamous for her debaucheries, 
his ill Stars had allotted him a wife who after 
ſhe had long impoſed upon him by the appearances 
of virtue, diſhonour'd herſelf at laſt by open diſ- 
ſoluteneſs. Having a'daughter by her (who was this 
Slave of the Self) he made a vow to Heaven to 
train her up in the paths of virtue by a very ſevere 
education, in order to retrieve the honour of _ x 
famil He ſhut her up when ſhe was very young 
una Gatti which he had in the Country, and com- 
— the care of two good Old Women, 
whom he commanded, when he gave them their 
commiſſion, not to let his daughter know that ſhe 
was diftinguiſh'd by any natural endowments, and 
never to mention the beauty of women as a thing 
worth regarding. In this manner ſhe lived till ſhe 
Was ſeventeen years old, without ever thinking or 
Jelbing to Os eny thing. contrary to the deſigns of 
her father. She perceived, whenever ſhe had an 


opportunity of appeari pad har wut Boon, 
| that the looksof thoſ thoſe ſhe ſaw were fixed upon her, 


and that they teſtified ſome ſurpriſe at her appear- 
ance, But having never ſeen a looking-glaſs, and 
the two Old Women having always carefully kept 
from her every „ Ape homes hor her 
reflections upon herſelf, ſhe never had 22 
ſuſpicion of her beauty. In this ſimplicity the liv d, 

when her Governeſſes having introduced one of 
the Hawkers who travel up and down the Country 
with Toys, ſhe open'd by meer accident a little 

| box which had a looking in the lid of it. Her 
innocence was fo great as ts fancy that the repre 

ſentation of herſelf W mw 


a” 


in not 


| Little inclination to keep 
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ture fixed to the box. She upon it with ſo 
much ſure that the Old Women took notice of 
her. heir ſhrieks and reproaches would have 


rel 


plaints, privately 
told her in a whi 
i | [ permitted 


i 


: 


was ſufficient to 
greatly the difference was to her She 
preſently found ſo much pleaſure in viewing and 
ad f eternally, in ranging her of 


þ he gave 


of the of the y 
curioſity deſires of a 
had juſt taken the laſt oaths of his Order, with 


neighbourhood of the Caſtle, and found an oppor- 
tunity of ſending the young Lady a Looking-glafs, 
the Picture of a very 
nate Love-letter, 


- from her. The Picture, which was that of the | 
1 N Knight, 


43; 


E wy 


ng Sicilian, excited the 
ight of Malta, who | 


handſome youth, and a paſho- 
ing- her of every thing | 
which had hitherto been ſo Aa Be 


them. He went into the | 
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Se Was 


whom the Selictar complain 
the Sicilian 
be obliged to ſhake off his fetters alſo. I waited 
- *till I was alone with Theofa before I told 8 
'd to 
hear me add, that I ſuppo 


— 2ati, and that which had been given 
favery Molen. I did not. ik p 
* ol what Þ had done for ** the day of our 
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have fince found that ſhe is paſſionately in love 


with a young Slave of her own Country, who had 
_ dexterity enough to 'a letter into my Sera- 
glio, and whoſe temerity I ſuſfer d — 2 


ed out of reſpect to his Maſter, who is one of my 
particular friends. I never thought it worth my 
while to inquire by what means they firſt became 


acquainted, and only commanded my Servants to 


double their diligence to prevent 
the future. From this time, 
was uncommonly beautiful, , my aiſle boy. 


cool and abate 2 
advice, which the Sear egg thought 


he was as a friend 


obliged to give me, would have been a very neceſ- 
_ 


the contrary, no deſires but that of obliging ' og 


fary precaution, had my ſentiments for 
ford 2s bo inidiecd aber wong: - But havi 


fa, I was pleaſed to think that the young Slave of 
'd, muſt certainly be 


Knight, and forefaw that I ſhould foon 


the fair Slave was ours. She was. ſo 


not far off, and that I'defighet to reftore him to be 
Miſtreſs, that ſhe thank d me very heartily for my 
zeal to ſerve them. As] turned every thing to my 
own advantage, I did not doubt but that her tender 


concern for the happineſs of theſe two Lovers was a2 


ſign that her heart was grown ſenſible at laſt, and 
drew from thence predictions im my own favour 
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general that ſhe might hope 
from Conſtantinople 


| ſet out we were preſented with a very extraordinary 


N 2 who — us with his Equipage, 
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and deſired Theofa only to tell her in 
for ſome 
happineſs. Some 4 which the Selictar received 


r and 
buſineſs . told Theofa that it 
Meer return to 


Oru. I could not, tho I was very uneaſy at it, pre- 


vent the Selictar's going along with us. As ſoon as we 


ſcene. The Sicilian Knight, who was indeed a 
Slave in the neighbourhood, had liberty enough to 
ſteal ſome — every day from the duties of his 
condition, and theſe he to employ in obſerving 

of- the Selictar. The danger to which he 
had been by the treachery of another Slave 


was fo far from diſcouraging him, that he had with 
the ſame hazard a thouſand times fince attempted 


to make farther diſcoveries, We ſet out about 
noon, in a large coach which \I had on purpoſe for 
travelling, He was then about twenty ſteps from 
the door, where he ſaw ſome of my Servants who 
were getting ready to attend me. He was ſtruck 
with their dreſs, and asked them in French, which 
he ſpoke very readily, to whom they belonged. I 
know not what ſcheme he formed upon their an- 


ſwer ; but as ſoon as he had received it, the coach in 


which I was with the Selictar and the two Ladies, 
moved forwards, and he preſently preceived his 


Miſtreſs. It was impoſſible to moderate his tranſ- 


ports. He flew to the coach door and kept pace 


with it, tho* we drove very faſt, calling me by my 


name, and beſeeching me to hear him for a mo- 


ment. The agony he was in, and his efforts to 


keep up with us and to make himſelf heard, put him 


outof breath, and made him look like a Lunatic 


who had ſome ill deſign upon us. The Selictar's 


ein, 'S 


with much difficulty recover'd his 
a ſpeech tome, which I ſhou'd 


no 
one 
friends, and when I told him 
bim along with me to Oru, 
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ſeeing a Slave who appeared to want reſpect for their 
maſter and me, ran to him and forced him away in 
3 imperious and violent manner. Suſpecting 
who he was, I order'd my coachman to ſtop, paci- 
fied the Selictar's ſervants who continued to treat the 
young Slave ill, and defired that he might be brought 


to me. The Selictar knew nothing of this affair, 
nor of the reaſon of my taking notice of it ; but 


: was quickly let into it by the account which was gi- 


ven us by the Knight. „ en 


ſumed the air which ſuited with of Il 


xepreſent in ſo lively and moving — T 
peared when deliver'd by him. A 
few words informed us of his own 


R rk 
aſſured me that he was 


politeneſs which I 8 at in Turky, i 
ing one of his ſervants to intreat his friend, w 
was a General Officer, to lend him his Slave for 


ac bt NE: ft el] 


few days: I foreſee, faid he, after he had given this N 


order, that you will have farther . 
but I prevent you by an offer of my ſervice, and 


_ can aſſure you that Nady Emir will 2 
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thing which he wou'd grant » dex þ body elſe. We 
er 


one to be given 
to the Knight, who was almoſt frantic wh joy. 


He ſuppreſs d it however as much as poſſible, and 


knowing what his habit and ſtation —_ 
_ refrain'd both approaching iſtreſs, and 
from auning any ee thn ths which 
ſuited his circum 


T cou'd not help owning to the Selictar, during 


the reſt of our journey, that it was the denre which 


J had of ſerving theſe unfortunate Lovers which in- 
duced me toask him to make Molena free, and that 


I accepted of the offer of his mediation to obtain 


of Nady Emir the fame favour for the young K night. 
Theofa quicken'd his zeal, by diſcovering her con- 


_ cern for their happineſs. We arrived at Oru. The 


| Knight ſtole away as we were getting out of my 


coach ; but preſently ſent me word that he intreated 


me to ſuffer him to ſpeak to me in private. The 


favour which he begg'd on his knees, calling me his 


father and deliverer, was to permit him to — 14 
bis habit . Thot the — diſguiſe 


very moving 
the requeſt which I had made co the Seliftar to 


pro- 
liberty 3 tho' I did not doubt but that I 


cure his 
; 200 00 GET ur of Nady Emir Turks to have obtain- 
| vour of Nady mir myſelf, notwithſtand- 
1 pay lr acquaintance with bi 


inacy in perſiſting to go along 


| 212 eliged me — to conceal my So ® 4 which 


B 3 now 


> — - 
_ - — 


EI 


r 


P ˙ ͤ AKK 


rr 


— nao ———— ů ——— 


— re AE EE II AIR 
a = 2 — —— — ä — 2 „ 


23 


1＋ꝙ—— „ „ . - 


„1 


vrhich gave me ſome perplexity 
dis Miſtreſs, and leſs of his continuing 
_conſider'd whether it would be 


„ ans oe et EO 


which my office impoſed upon me. This 
would have made me take ſome reſolutions very 
diſagreeable to the Knight, had he not deliver d me 


neldel of being releaſed from the vows of 2 
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now thoroughly convinced of the virtue and mo- 
deſty of the amiable Theofa ; and that I 1 
had made a conqueſt of her heart, I reſolved to ex- 
plain myſelf fo as not to leave her a poſſibility 


of a doubt, which look'd upon as the only obſtacle 


which hinder'd her a fondneſs for me. But 
J wanted to be more at leiſure for ſuch an under- 
taking. The Selictar had to accompany me 
to Conſtantinople, and I magnified the importance 


of the affairs which call'd me thither, in order to 


haſten our departure. The Knight went along with 
us. I had other reaſons beſides thoſe concerning his 
liberty for not leaving him at Oru in my abſence ; 
or was at leaſt undetermined 
city. As there was little { 
probability of his thinking to return to Sicily with | 
ing with her | 
without relapſing into all his former familiarities, I 
proper to ſuffer ſuch 
a correſpondence in my houſe. My principles were | 
not uncommonly rigid with regard to theſe affairs, 
and I do not pretend that I ſhou'd have — 
two Lovers guilty of any great crime in maki 


themſelves as happy as I had wiſh'd to be with The- 
ofa; but if the heat of youth makes us ſometimes 


forvet the precepts of Religion, a ſenſe of Honour 
checks and reftrains us: And I was beſides out of 
meer decency obliged to obſerve a thouſand duties 


from it upon our arrival at Conſtanti He told 


me that he deſigned, after the ſervice which I was 
going to do him, to return to Sicily, in order to re- | 
redemption would coſt 


ftore the money which his 
me, and to ſee whether he cou'd not find out fome 


a difficulty 
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was to have my 
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His misfortuzies had brought him to a right 
„ He conſider d that Maria Rezati 
* 1 whoſe peace and reputation 
ned by him. With a thouſand 
ies which made him love her, and of which 
Seraglio cou'd not give him a diſ- 
wealth enough to glut his ambition. 
refleQions, which he communicated to me 
with great calmneſs and modeſty, determined him to 
do all he cou'd to obtain the liberty to marry her. 
I commended his deſigns, though I ſaw that they 
wou'd be attended with difficulties of which he 
was not apprehenſive. The Selictar went immedi- 


| ately to Nady Emir, who was returned to the City, 
and obtain'd the K nigh 


t of him with all the eaſe he 
imagined he ſhould. Tho' he generouſly delivered 
any terms, yet as 1 
again, I inſiſted on his taking 
ins which he had paid to Nady. 


After ocmemmratioh the young Sicilian had given 
me of his intentions, I had no 


ſcruples about ſend- 
ing him back to his Miſtreſs. He propoſed only te 


nee and was ſo eager to 


a voyage from which he promiſed himſelf 
ineſs, that I could hardly prevail upon 
tay a little at Oru. I went thither two days 
was extremely ſurpriſed to hear that he 
d his reſolution. I cou'd not preſently fa- 
myſtery, and only afked him what views 
had fubſtituted in the room of thoſe which he 


8 
F 


T4 
pt 


F 


had abandon d. He told me that he had revolved in 
his own mind the difficulties of in his 
deſign and the he ſhou'd expoſe himſelf to 


from his Order and the houſe of Rezati, and had 
reſumed the reſolution which he had formerly taken 


to ſettle in Turky; het the Mims want bs > voy 
: 6— — 3 chat he wou d 


never 
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not |; 
K of a Knight of 
— r- title and all the ad- 


— — and that he had a conſider - 
WAA po i 
he had left in the hands of a 


did not doubt but that he ſhou'd be rich enough to 


return the money which J had paid to the Selictar, 


and to maintain himſelf with frugality where he de- 


ſigned to ſettle. He added that Maria Rezati's fa- 
ther, who was not immortal, had a very large eftate ; 


and that he cou'd not prevent her from inheriting it; 


and that they muſt one time or other be rich 


to lead a very agreeable life, and to leave ſomething — 


| to their children, if itſhou'd pleaſe Heaven to grant 
them any. 

As this plan was ſo ſuddenly and ſo well concert- 
ed, I did not doubt but that it was to ſome 


extraordinary incident. I ſhou'd, however, never 


have ſuſpected that Syneſius was the author of it. 
The Knight cou'd not be two days at Oru, with- 
out hearing that this young Greek was there, and 


dangeroully ill of his wound. He was fo polite 2» 


ts ies © vie and finding him a very agree- 
able perſon, enter'd immediately into fuch a confi- 
dence with him as to inform him of all his adventures. 
The perplexity he was in with regard to his mar- 


riage inſpired Sy neſius with this — N in - | 


which he hoped to find his own advan 4 = 
ſer d the Knight a retreat on his father's 3 and 


eas the grantel confifence in each other, and 


"= 


E 


in bis turn bis paſſion for Theofs, they 


5 6 
1 ”— — 7— a A Gonco foo ul 


The Fair Greek. 33 
They flatter'd themſelves, however, that they 
ſhou'd with the aſſiſtance of Maria Rezati, who 
warmly enter'd into their ſcheme, eaſily convince 
her, if ſhe was Paniota Condoidi's daughter or had 
any love for Syneſius, that ſhe had no greater hap- 
pineſs to wiſh for than to return to her own Coun- 
ns- I had ſome ſuſpicion of the Knight, yet I 
had none of Syneſius; and not thinking my own 
intereſt concerned in the affair, nor wanting to 
know more of it than he deſired I ſhou'd, I did not 
make the leaſt objection to his deſign. The price 
of your liberty, ſaid I, need not give you any un- 
eeaſineſs, for I ſhou'd not grudge a larger fum to con- 
tribute to your happineſs. I ſappoſed that Theota 
had penetrated into the bottom of this intrigue, and 
burnt beſides with a deſire of ſeeing her. My im- 
patience was ſo great that I thought the tlireè days 
which I was obliged to paſs in the City exceedingly. 
long; and reflecting ſeriouſly on the condition of 


my heart, was in ſome confuſion at having ſuffer'd 


her to gain ſo great an aſcendant over it. . 
I went into Theofa's appartment, fully reſolved 
not to leave it, till I had finiſh'd my treaty with her; 
but was fo unfortunate as to find Maria Rezati there. 
They were become very intimate friends, and the 
Sicilian ſuppoſing it impoſſible for Theofa not to be 


I in love with me, had ventured to make ſome re- 


flections on the happineſs of ſuch an engagement as 
ſhe ſuppoſed ours to be. This way of talking dif- 
| pleaſed Theofa. And I had hardly made my firſt 
compliments; when addreſſing herſelf to her Com- 


| Ppanion, under your preſent miſtake, ſaid ſhe, you 


will be ſurpriſed to hear from the Gentleman's own 


mouth that I owe nothing te his love, and that I 


| am indebted to his generoſity W the favours 
Which he has heaped * y both ſeem'd 
5 8 
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to wait for my anſwer. I did not well underſtand 
the ſubject of their converſation, and was very ſin- 
cere when I declared that admiration and not love 
was the firſt motive of the ſervices which I had done | 


her ; but, continued I looking very fondly upon 
her, it requires ſo little time to know your worth 


and tis fo impoſſible when one does know it not to 


confine all one's affections to you Theofa, 
who perceived the drift of this ſpeech, had art e- 


nough to interrupt it, She ſaid that ſhe flatter'd her- 


ſelf that I had ſome friendſhip for her, that ſhe 


| ſhou'd always eſteem it a more valuable bleſſing than 
all the pomp and pleaſures in the Word, and then 
Immediately turn'd the converſation upon other ſub- 
jets. What ſhe ſaid raiſed doubts in my mind, 


which wreught a ftrange alteration in my temper. 


Not being able to ſupport the pain of them, I form- 


ed a reſolution which will appear childiſh to all 
but perſons in love. ; "Io 
I went into her cloſet, and perceiving but too 


_ plainly how much my hopes were like to be retard- 
ed, r 


I found my tongue in my preſent confuſion and fears | 
wou'd never be able to utter. I wrote in the moſt 


2432 every thing which a heart 1 
thoroughly ſenſible of love and eſteem cou'd urge to 


gain her affections; and tho there was no obſcuri- 
ty in what I faid, yet that I might not leave any 


poſſibility of a doubt, I concluded with telling her 
that I did not mean friendſhip, which was too cold 
a word e 


of my heart, and 


that I ſhou'd dedicate my whole life to love: Ad- 
ding, however, as I had always kept it within due | 
bounds, that it ſhou'd ſtill be ſubſervient to the plea- 
ſure of its author ; that I only aſpired to a return of 
affection and ſhou'd leave her to give what proofs of 


Having FE 


it ſhe pleaſed, 
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Having ſooth'd my pains a little by this declara- 
tion, I returned with an air of greater tranquility, 
and beſeech'd Theofa to ſtep inte her cloſet alone. 
She ftaid there a few minutes, and then coming back 
deſired me with a very grave countenance to go thi- 
ther again. Under the billet which I had left for 
her ſhe had written an anſwer, which was ſo ſhort, 
and of fo extraordinary a kind that I ſhall never for- 


get it. A wretch, faid ſhe, who learn'd of you the 


names of honour and virtue, who knows not that of 
her father, the Slave of the Governor of Patras and 


Cheriber, can certainly inſpire nothing bur pity ; I 


cannot therefore ſee myſelf in the object of your 
love. I cou'd not help making a very loud excla- 
mation on reading this anſwer. An apprehenſion 
leſt ſome evil had befallen me, made her run to the 
Cloſet-door. I ſtretched out my arms to invite her 
to come and hear me explain myſelf ; but ſhe re- 
turned to her Companion as ſoon as ſhe was ſatisfied 

that ſhe had nothing to fear with regard to my 


| health, I was tortured with the moſt violent paſ- 


ſions. But not not being able to abandon my hopes, 
I reſumed my pen to eraſe the horrible picture which 
ſhe had made of herſelf, and drew one which re- 


preſented her, on the contrary, in all the perfections 


with which Nature had adorned her. This, added 


1, is her whom I love, and her features are ſo deep- 


ly engraven on my heart, that it is impoſſible for me 


to be miſtaken. I went back again, and prayed 
her once more to go into the Cloſet ; but ſhe ſmil- 


ed, and deſired me to allow her more time to exa- 
mine what I had left there. 3 
This anſwer comforted me a little. I retired 


| however in order to ſhake off the remains of mv 
trouble. It appeared fo ſtrange even to me that [ 


ſhou'd have need of ſo many precautions to declare 
my ſentiments to a girl whom I had taken out „f 


& nour, and the air and Jan 
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the arms of a Turk, and who wou'd at firft per- 
| haps have thought herſelf happy in mine, that 
in the midſt of all my fondneſs in which I indulged 
myſelf with pleaſure, I own heart 
with its cowardice, which ſuited fo ill with my 
years and experience. But beſides ſome ſecret re- 
morſe which I cou'd never get ridof when Iremem- 
| ber'd the virtuous maxims which I had a thouſand 
times endeavour d to inſtil into Theofa, and the ap- 
nof making myſelf contemptible in her eyes 
by a paſſion which after all wou'd have ruin'd the 
principles which I had been fo careful to teach her; 
it is eaſy to conceive that ſo ſtriking a perſon as hers 
is for that very reaſon the moſt apt to excite 
and fear, when inſtead of finding the facility which 
fo many charms make one deſire and ſo many bene- 
fits ſeem to promiſe, one is not only check'd by an 
_ apprehenſion of diſpleaſing, which is a common ef- 
fect of love, but as it were repulſed by modeſty, ho- 
e of every virtue which 
we did not expect to find in fo inchanting a form. 
As the principles of juſtice and honour were natural 
to me, I twenty times reſolved to do a violence to 
myſelf, and to leave Theofa to purſue her inclina- 
tions to virtue; but huried away by a paſſion which 
my filence and even my moderation continually in- 
"creaſed, I renew'd my vows to Heaven, not to ex- 
ceed the bounds I had preſcribed myſelf, and thought 
I made a great ſacrifice to wiſdom, in keeping my 
reſolution to aſk Theofa nothing but what ſhe ſhou'd 
voluntarily grant me. The expectation of the an- 
ſwer which ſhe had defired time to give me, made 
me more eaſy the reſt of the day, and I did not ſeek 
for an opportunity of being with her alone. She 
alſo ſeem'd to avoid it. And I obſerved that ſhe 
was in more perpiexity than I had ever ſeen her 
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deal of care. Heavens! how 


with more Md —_ 
ſerved in the beſt Authors, ſhe concluded that it was 


orders to repair, to indulge a paſhon which cou'd 
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| When I roſe the next morning one of her Slaves 
brought me a Letter which was ſealed with 6 me 
I was to read it! 
But how dejected and ſpiritleſs when I found that it 
robb'd me even of all foundations of hope ! This 
terrible Letter, which Theofa was the whole night 
in writi 


ng, wou'd have been inſerted here intire, 
and indeed it would have well deſerved it, had not 
ſome reaſons which follow and which I ſhall never 


recollect without grief and ſhame, made me tear it 


in pieces with great indignation. But forrow and 


conſternation were the firſt it excited. Theofa 
had made a review in it all the circumſtances of 


her ſtory, that is to fay of her misfortunes, her 
failings and my benefits. And reaſoning upon them 
gth and juſtneſs than I have ever ob- 


neither right for her who had ſo many errors and diſ- 


ſerve only to renew them; nor for me who had been 
her Tutor in virtue, to uſe the juſt authority which 


I had over her and even her inclination to love me, 


to ruin the noble principles for which ſhe was more 
indebted to my inſtructions than her own inquiries. = 
She proteſted however, if ſhe ſhou'd ever be capable 


of forgetting the duties which ſhe began to reliſh and 
| „ 1 that I was the only perſon in the world 
who cou'd make her ilty 4 ſo much weakneſs. 


tions and teftimonics of love of the danger of which 


ſhe was fo ſenſible. Or if I cou'd not eaſily 

her this requeſt, and her preſence was fo deſtructive 
of my peace as ſhe fear'd it was, ſhe deſired leave to 
purſue her former ſcheme of quietly retiring into 
ſome Chriſtian Country, that ſhe might not re- 


proach herſelf with interrupting the happineſs of 


her 
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her Maſter and Father, to whom the leaſt ſacrifice 
which ſhe ow'd was that of her own peace and fatis- 
| I ſome other ideas which I ſtill retain of 
this Letter, only becauſe I ſhou'd deſpair of repre- 
ſenting them with all the ſtrength and beauty which 
they had in her manner of expreſſion. And as my 
judgment is more matured by age at the time of my 
writing theſe Memoirs, I ought to confeſs with 
| ſhame that I did not at firſt view in the moſt fa- 
vourable light ſo many virtuous and ſenſible reflec- 
tions. But conſidering them on the contrary as the 
ruin of A I was very ſorry that I fur- 
niſhed ſuch offenſive weapons againſt myſelf. Was 
it my buſineſs, ſaid I, to e maxims which 
ſuit only with a cloĩſter? What had J to do to cate- 
chiſe and preach up virtue and chaſtity to a girl of 
ſeventeen ? Ha, ha, ha, a very ridiculous employ- 
ment truly for one of my age, rank and principles ! 
And I am defervedly puniſhed for my folly. 
I carried this falſe way of reaſoning till greater 
1 and made a review of my whole conduct, 
in order to wipe off in ſome meaſure theſe ſcandal- 
ous aſperſions and reproaches. But is it my fault, 
added I? Were my inſtructions calculated to inſtill 
ſuch rigorous virtue ? I did indeed reprefent to her 
the infamy of love as it is practiſed in Turky, and 
condemned the eaſineſs with which the women yield 
to the deſires of the men, the groſneſs of their plea= | 
ſures, and their ignorance of all kind of delicacy | 
and decorum ; but did I think to give her an aver- | 
ſion from an honourable, a diſcreet, a reputable a- 
mour, which is of all bleflings the ſweeteſt, and the 
greateſt advantage which a woman can make of her 
beauty? She deceives herſelf, and miſunderſtood 
me. But Þ'1I foon ſet her right: My reputation in 
this affair is as nearly concerned as my love. 
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never thought of them before. As 


was willing to make her acquain 
is an eternal Reafoner. She read him with 
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put Books into her hands from which I might expect 


tive to engage me to ſubdue 
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| e way of thinking forſome time, 
and ſuppoſed that my 122 in 
putting into Theofa's hands ſome Treaties of Mo- 
rality, the principles of which, as is uſual in moſt 
Books, were over ſtrict and | 


knew enough of our language to read a French Au- 
thor, I gave her Nicole's Eſſays; becauſe as I faw 
ſhe was naturally inclined to think and reflect, I 
ted with a man who 


of Meffieurs de Port-Royal 


The Logic 


was another Book which I thought proper to form 
and ftrengthen ne it 
with the ſame application and pleaſure. I fancied 


her judgment, and ſhe 
that Works of this kind had done more hurt than 


; 1 imagination, nee dad in 
; corrupted her taſte and turned her head. This 
reflection gave me alittle eaſe, as I knew my Libra- 


ry being furniſhed with all ſorts, that I cou'd 


quite contrary effects. I did not purpoſe however 
to give her licentious Authors. Our beſt Romances, 


our Poetry, Plays, and even ſome Books of Mora- 
- lity, in which the Writers have made ſome grains of 
_ allowance for the force of the paſſions and cuſtom, 
ſeem'd to me very proper to reclaim Theofa from 


her too rigid principles. And this deſign gave me fo 
much ſatisfaction that I was able to compoſe my 
countenance, and to fee her with ſome tranquil- 
lity. I had ſoon an opportunsty of talking with her 


in private; and ſhowing fome though very little dif- 


22 at her Letter, I expreſſed more admiration 


| views than regret at being repulſed, and 
elk of 


oppoſition to my defires only as a mo- 
them. 


I 
#7 


I turned our converſation upon the progreſs 

ſome new Books which I had received from France, 

. promiſed to ſend them to her in the afternoon. She 
vas far from being ſo moderate and calm as I affet- 

ed to be. Her joy broke forth into tranſports. She 

| ſeized my hand, and prefling it to her lips, have I 
- then, faid ſhe, found my father again, my peace, 

my comfort, and all I hoped for when I delivered 

my ſelf up to his generous friendſhip! Ah ! what. 

condition will be more happy than mine! I was 
- affected with this effuſion of her paſhons ; 
and leaving her without adding a word more, retired 

to my cloſet, and abandon'd myſelf to my ſorrows 

' which ſtifled for a long while all my reflections. 

What wonderful ſimplicity ! How ſincere ! Hea- 
vens! how amiable ſhe is! I made a thouſand other 
exclamations before I was able to range my thoughts 
in any order. It was however virtue herſelf which 

ſpoke from her lips. My ſcruples were the firſt mo- 
tions which aroſe in my mind. Shall I then facri- 
fice ſo much merit to an irregular paſſion ! My 
Books were before me, and I caſt my eyes upon 
| Cleopatra, the Princeſs of Cleves and others which 
# I deſigned to give Theofa, But ſhall I incumber 
her fancy with a thouſand Chimeras, from which 
| her underſtanding can receive no benefit! And ſup- 
poſing that they ſhould awaken fome ſentiments of 
love in a heart which is naturally diſpoſed to it, 
hall I be fatisfied and think myſelf happy in owing © 
it to fictions and artifice? I know her well. She 
will recur to her Nicole, and her Art of Think- 
ing; and 1 ſhall have the mortification to ſee the 
_ illuſion vaniſh in leſs time than was required for its 
birth; or if it ſhould be laſting, I ſhall find but 
-little bappinefs in a paſſion which I ſhall conſtantly 
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| that means endeavour to procure my peace which 


| become a ſcene of eternal contention. I 
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aſcribe to motives in which an affection ſor me had 
no part. 

It was by ſuch refleions as theſe that I inſenſibly 
calm'd the tempeſt in my boſom. Let me try, 
faid I with more ſerenity, how far reaſon is capable 
to lead me. There are two difficulties in my way, 
and II muſt encounter one of them. I muſt ſub» 
due my paſſion, or triumph over Theofa's reſiſtance. 
Againſt which ſhall I proclaim war? Is it not more 
| Juſt for me to turn my arms againſt myſelf, and by 


will at the ſame time inſure Theofa's ? She is, ſhe 
| fays, inclined to love me; but ſhe has ſuppreſs'd 
| her riſing paſſion. And what cou'd I pretend to 
from her love ? If I conſult her intereſt and mine, 
s it not better for us both not to paſs the bounds of 
friendſhip ? 
| This was indeed the wiſeſt thing I cou'd do; but 
| I flatter'd myſelf with having more power over my 
| heart and conduct than I really had. If I immedi- 
_ ately reſolved to uſe no method to incline her to re- 
turn my paſſion but perſevering to adore and ſerve 
her, and if I impoſed upon myſelf ſeverer laws than 
ever with regard to the familiarity in which I was 
j obliged to live with her, I nevertheleſs felt the fatal - 
ſhaft in my heart. Thus was my own breaſt, the 
peace of which is the deareſt bleſſing of life, like to 
preſently 
ſubmitted to 


| found the effects of it, and blindly 


him ſince this accident, and not being 
* of a Lover, had 


much pro- 
ordered that 
care 
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care ſhould be taken of him, and that he ſhould be 


ſent back to his father's as ſoon as he was well. 1 


was ſo much pleaſed 8 that hav- 
ing enquired particularly concerning his health, I 
went to his chamber when I found he could not yet 
leave it with ſafety. He would, if poflible, have 
ſunk into the earth, to have hid himſelf from my 
preſence ; but I encouraged him by what I ſaid, 
and only deſired him to acquaint me with the whole 
of his views, the greateſt part of which I knew 
already. This was an equivocal queſtion, tho I 
meant nothing more than his viſit to Theofa. He 
trembled with ſurpriſe, and his confuſion * 
ſuſpicions which I had never entertain'd before, 
increaſed it by renewing my requeſt. He thy 
vour'd to riſe, and when I had forced him to keep 
his ſeat, he conjured me to have pity on an unhappy 
outh who never meant to offend me. I heard 
him with a great deal of attention. He told me 
that he was always ready to own Theofa for his 
ſiſter, nd this be Gadd be ms Goes ts 
either of his brothers to give her this title whenever 


bis father ſhould think proper to declare his plea- 


fure ; but as he did not fee any great certainty in 
this matter, that he had indulged himſelf in ſenti- 
ments which might be more advantageous to Theo- 
fa than the diſcovery of her birth and ſome ſmall 
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yet he had one which came to him by his mother ; 
that he hoped therefore that he was not 


ty of declaring his ſentiments to Theo- 


fa ; that he flattered himſelf on the contrary that 


[ thou'd condeſcend to approve them ; and that 
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for the ofirs whind by Jos cas the Yoteng, In 
never propoſed that they ſhould be executed without 
my conſent, And 1 ing me of their ſcheme 


of ſettling in the Morea, he made a merit of ha- 
ving ſincerely declared what he apprehended I had 


When I cooly examined his words and intenti- 


ons, I thought him leſs guilty, than weak and im- 


prudent in not perceiving that he ought to have 


fully cleared up his doubts concerning Theofa's 


birth, before he pretended to make her any propo- 
fitions of marriage. I could not beſides pretend 


that it was any crime in him to attempt to rob me 
of a heart to which he knew not my pretenſions. 


Far therefore from alarming him with reproaches, 


I only ſhow'd him the weakneſs and folly of his 


ſcheme: And what to be ſure he did not dare to 


hope for, I promiſed to make a new attempt with 
procure further ſatiſ—- 
faction concerning Theofa's birth, and exhorted 


regard to his father in order to 


him to get well as faſt as he could, that he might 
bein a condition to go and bring Lord Condaidi 
to my houſe ; aſſuring him at the ſame time that 
he himſelf ſhould be a witneſs of all that paſſed be- 
tween us. This promiſe, and the kind manner in 


which I made it contributed more to his cure than 


all the care and ſkill of the Surgeons. 5 


leng, he came to tell me that he 


th ou ght himſelf . 
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ſufficiently recover'd to return to the City. Bring 
your father hither then, ſaid I; but take care not 
do let him ſuſpect what are the reaſons which make 
me wiſh to ſee him. They came in the evening to 
.Oru. I received Lord Condoidi with great civili- 
ty, and entering immediately upon the motives of 


my fending his ſon to him: To what have you | 


expoſed us, faid I; and if I had not accidentally 
diſcover'd the intentions of Syneſius, of what wou'd 
you have made us guilty ? He is determined to mar- 
ry Theofa ; but you, will conſider whether you 
ought to ſuffer him to do it. The Old Gentle- 


man was at firſt greatly confounded ; but he ſoon i 
.recover'd himſelf, and thanked me for checking the 


raſh inclinations of his fon. I deſign to marry him 
to a lady, added he, who is more ſuitable to his 
fortune than one whoſe only advantage is the ho- 
. nour of being protected by you. I told him that 
it might not perhaps be always in his power to op- 
poſe the violence of a youthful paſſion, He re- 
plied very coldly, that he had infallible methods of 

it; and turning our converſation upon other 
ſubjects, the wily Greek eluded for upwards of an 
hour all my endeavours to bring him back again te 
the affairs of Theofa. He took his leave of me 
with great politeneſs; and ordering his fon to 
— they ſet out together for Conſtantino- 


8 being ſurpriſed at having heard 
nothing of Sinefivs, my curioſity made me fend one 
of my ſervants to Conſtantinople to enquire after his 
"nal. His father thank'd me for ſending, but add- 
ed with a ſneer, that I need not be in any pain for 
the future with regard to his ſon's marriage, ſince 
be had ſent him under a ſtrong guard into the Mo- 
rea, and was ſure he would not eaſily eſcape from 
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was very 5 
Knight (for I concealed it from no body) being more 

affected than one could well have imagined with the 
misfortune of his friend, formed a reſolution which 


0 1 
dangers to which his friendſhip expoſed him, 
will ſoon give a noble Idea of his character. 
I told 'Theofa of the new efforts which I had made 


to move her father to own her. She was concerned, 


| tho* not beyond meaſure, at my ill ſucceſs; and 


was charmed to ö 
„ that ſhe ſhould never be ſenſible of the want 
of a father. What anſwer ſhould I not have made 
to this tender mark of gratitude, 20 geen 
beart the liberty of fpeaking |! But, fai 

reſolutions, I confined myfelſ to the language 
father, . 
on her as a daughter. An incident which at that 
time alarmed Conſtanti and all the neighbour- 
ing Countries, plainly proved how dear I was to the 
amiable Theofa. The plague broke out, and ne 
remedy could be found for it for ſome time. I was 
attacked with it ; and my firſt care was to order my 
ſervants to carry me into a Tent in the Garden, 
where I order'd no body to come near me but my 
Phyſician and my Valet de Chambre. This pre- 
caution, which charity obliged me to obſerve, was 
alſo a piece of prudence; for I ſhould never have 
cleared my houſe of this dreadful diſtemper, had it 
once been communicated to my Domeſticks. But 
a command which ſeemed ey to regard 


Theofa, was as little heeded by > bod fears. 


She came into the Tent in ſpite of my ſervants, and 
attended me with the greateſt ſollicitude and dili- 
gence 
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gence. She was taken ill herſelf; and my intrea- 
ties, prayers and complaints to make her retire were 
all to no A bed was for her in my 
antichamber, where all the violence of her own 
diſorder did not hinder her from being continually 
anxious. about mine. 

What ſentiments did my heart not feel for her af- 
ter my recovery! The Selictar, who had been in- 
formed of my illneſs, made me a friendly viſit as 
ſoon as he thought he might do it with ſafety. His 
heart was not yet at reſt. The time he had been 
abſent from Oru, had been employed in combating 
a paſſion from which he began to find that he ſhould 
never reap any benefit, But he could not hear of 
her tenderneſs for me without diſcovering ſome con- 
fuſion, and a jealouſy which he had never felt before. 
He was very uneaſy during the reſt of our converſa- 
tion; and when it was time for him to take his leave, 
he did not conſider that m weaknefs required me to 
keep my chamber, — to go along with 
him into the Garden. I conſented : * She he 
had taken a few ſteps, my eyes, faid he in an angry 
tone, are open'd at laſt, and I bluſh at their having 
been ſhut ſo long. It is eaſy for a Frenchman, 
added he with a ſneer, to make a fool of a Turk. 

As I expected nothing leſs than fo rude a re- 

ach, nor thought of any thing when I praiſed 

 heofa but to commend the natural — of her 
4 I own that I was a little confpunded and 
pauſed a while for an anſwer, "one r, whether 
my natural moderation hinder'd me fr being blind- 
ed by my reſentment, or whether the weakneſs of 
my body encreaſed the ſtrength of my mind, the 
reply which I made the haughty Selictar was ra- 
ther ſolid and modeſt than offenſive. The French 
ſaid I, (for I always prefer the intereſt of my Coun- 


7 to nd own) are ſtrangers to artifice, and uſe 
honourable 
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honourable methods only to ſucceed in their deſigns. 
As for me, I never thought of ſhutting your eyes, 
and am not at all ſorry at their being opened. I muſt 
tell you however, that they deceive you, if they 
make you think ill of my fri ip or fincerity. 
This abated in ſome meaſure the heat of the 
Selectar. What ! rn 
generoſity only engaged you to ſerve Theofa, and 
n 3 8 2 
endſhip? I did by no means deceive you, repli- 
Ld of ſprings of my actions, 
and I ſhould have been lefs ſatisfied with my heart 
had it then ated from any other motives. But fince 
you preſs me to diſcover myſelf, I own that I am 
now in love with Theofa, and that I have been no 
more able than you to withſtand the force of her 
charms. I will however add two circumſtances 
to this conſeſſion which ought to make you eaſy : 
I had no paſſion for her when I took her out of 
Cheriber's Seraglio, and it has fince been as fruitleſs 
as yours. This, continued I with leſs pride than 
politneſs, is I think ſufficient to ſatisfy a man whom 
moſt - gloomy reflections; and recolleting every 
thing which he obſerved in our correſpondence fince 
I received Theofa from him, did not fail to vent the 
venom of his heart upon every circumſtance which 
looked ſuſpicious, but having nothing to reproach 
me with but the innocent teſtimony of the gratitude 
of this amiable girl, he concluded at laſt that I 
ſhould not fo imprudently have boafted of it, had 1 
beef indebted for it to love. This thought, tho” 
it did not reſtore his peace and ſerenity, filenced his 


black ſuſpicions, and diſpoſed him to take his leave 


without any marks ef hatred or anger. You can't 


fer'd 
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fer'd to ſacrifice my paſſion to you, when I thought 
that my friendſhiy me to do it ; and we 
ſhall ſee whether I have rightly underſtood the. 
principles on which you act, Dow is the boaſt- 
<d difference between your morals and ours. He 
quitted me without giving me time to reply. | 
This adventure made me again conſider what 
I merited with regard to friendſhip or 
love. The only caſe in which I thought I could 
deſerve thoſe of the Selictar would have been that 


der'd his ſucceſs. But never ſince the birth of my 
paſſion for Theofa had I even ſo much as once 


very thingof which I was entirely innocent. 
| ſides: I had myſelf fo much reaſon to 
my fate, that being therefore perhaps leis affected 
by that of another, I reſolved to laugh at his un- 
ceaſineſs to ſooth my own. In this diſpoſition I 
returned to Theofa, and asked her with a ſmile 
what ſhe thought of the Selictar, who accuſed her 
of loving me, and imputed to me asa crime a hap- 
neſs which I was fo far from enjoying. - Maria 
Nezati, whoſe friendſhip for her _y _ 
| had ſufficient light concerning our to 
5 — what kind my ſentiments for her were. 
As ſhe was never out of her y ſhe had ad- 
dreſs enough to engage her to make diſcoveries, 
which ſoon gave her a good deal of influence. She 
told Theofa that ſhe was not ſufficiently ſenſible of 
the bleflings which ſhe that one of her 
merit would have it in her power to draw very great 
advantages from fo lively a paſſion as mine. At laſt, 
endearouring i re ber hopes he id ber remenr 
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ber that I was not married ; that inething was fo 


common in Chriſtian Countries, as to fee a woman 
ſtations 41 _ 
that my prejudice in her favour t make me 
look 4. - paſt adventures only as the faults and 
injuries of fortune, and confine my reflections to 
the conduct which ſhe had fince obſerved ; and at 
ſuch a diftance from all my Relations, that I ſhou'd 
ask advice of my own heart only, She repeated 
the ſame things a thouſand times, and a lit- 


| tle vex'd at their being heard with indifference, ſhe 


that ſhe would without Theofa's leave 
and merely out of her zeal to ſerve her apply to 
me, in order inſenſibly to incline me to make her 
friend happy. Theofa in vain oppoſed this motion 


_ with the ſtrongeſt reaſons and intreaties ; her oppo- 
ſition was look'd upon as weakneſs or fear. 


Nothing was equal to her perplexity and confu- 
ſion. Her thoughts were far from aſpiring to riches 
and honour, and ſhe dreaded the opinion which I 
might form of her vanity and preſumption. After 


| the had in vain renew'd her endeavours to change 


her friend's reſolution, me determined to forewarn 
me of a „from which the leaſt which 
ſhe ſhe had to fear was the loſs of my 
friendſhip and affection. After many attempts and 
long — with her baſhfulneſs and fears, ſhe 
was wholly vanquiſhed by them, and her only ex- 
pedient was to employ a Caloger who was the Head 
of a Greek Church about — miles” from Oru, 
with ſhe had contracted ſome aquaintance. 
Having very readily undertook to execute her com- 
miffion, he informed me of it in a very humorous 
manner; and pretending that it greatly increaſed 


_ nds which he already had of ſo extraor- 


dinary a Lady, he aſked me if I thought there was 
much difference between this virtuous fear, and 
Vor, Ld 0 C — 


to prevent my having an ill 
pray tell her that I would 
I at liberty to f 1 


nity of ſaying the ſame thing te her. She was be- 


come ſo formidable to me that I no longer ap- 

her without trembling ; and yet the moſt 
tolerable moments of my life were thoſe which 1 
epaſs'd in her company. Her idea accompanied me 
wherever I went, and I was often aſhamed of not 


being able to ſhake off the of her even in 
the midſt of my moſt ſerious affairs. "The acquain- 
tance of the Caloger, which ſhe had procured me, 
engaged me in ſeveral walks, which ſuited ill 
enough perhaps with the dignity of my character.; 
but to be with Theofa was ſufficient to make me 
inſenſible of every thing but the pleaſure of her 
company. I have not however forgot ſome circum- 
| e the firſt viſit which we made no Calo- 

ger. He was properly ſpeaking oy a Priel. ve- 
merable for his age and the eſteem gy” he 
| > 14. .&S 
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'Greeks had for him, His revenue was increaſell 
by his cxconomy ; and the nts which he con- 


tinually receiv'd from the Faithful of his-Commu- 


nion, enabled him to lead a very eaſy and agree- 
able life. The ignorance in which he had lived 


*till he was ſeventy years old, had not prevented 
his having a Library, which he eſteemed the prin- 
cipal ornament of his houſe. As the Greeks have 


an high opinion of the knowledge of the French, 


be carried me into it. But when I expected to ſee 


him diſplay his Literary Treaſures, I was ſurpriſet 
to hear his firſt obſervation fall upon an old chair 
which he ſhow'd me in a corner. How many 
| Oh you Ok, 98 fn, in ns en 

ive and - For fo long I have enjoy'd my 


Office, and have had the pleaſure to obſerve that 
2 


ever made uſe of it in all that time. One 
ou'd think he revered even the duſt with which it 


3 But caſting my eyes at the ſame time 


on the Books which were near it, I perceived that 


they were in the ſame condition. This obſervati- 


on put a whimſical thought into my head, which 


was to meaſure the depth of the duſt which was 


upon the Baoks and the chair ; and finding it near- 
iy equal I offered to lay the Caloger a Wager that 
chair had not been more uſeleſs than the Books 


for the time he mention'd. He did not well under- 
ſtand what I meant, tho? he had obſerved the ope- 
ration with the profoundeſt attention. He was 


ſurpriſed however at my great knowledge, and 
chough I had wonderful tent at finding our the 


He had been married three times, tho* the Ca- 


nons of the Greek Church forbid Ecclefiaftics to 


more than once. The reaſon of his obtain- 
tion, was his not Children 
by 6 for he pretended as the | 


prop- 
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tion of Society was one of the ends of Mar- 


riage, that he ought as ſoon as one Wife died to be 
allow'd to take another, that he might perfectly 


fulfil ſo laudable a deſign. The Greek Council 


. Jubmitted to ſo ſtrange a way of reaſoning; and 


the Caloger, who had communicated no more fer- 
tility to his third wife than to his former two, was for- 


ry that he had not ſooner found out his unfitneſs for 


matrimony, or better performed theduties of it. Such 


is the ignorance of the Heads of a very numerous 


Church, tho” it is much leſs ſo than they ſuppoſe it 
tobe. There is ſo great a difference in their opi- 
nions, that they have nothing which is common to 


them all but the name of Chriſtians, and their ob- 


ſtinacy in mutually ſupporting their errors. 
Maria Rezati did not forget the promiſe which 


the had made Theofa; and as I was apprized of it, 
I had a good deal of pleaſure i in obſerving the ſeveral _ 
ſteps of an artful woman towards the mark ſhe 
aims at. But being weary of an artifice which 1 
ſaw thro”, and taking the opportunity of this acci- 


dent to let Theofa 9 what I never had courage 
enough to tell her myſelf, J intreated her to be as 


fully convinced as her friend that my paſſion would 
be always the ſame. My reaſon told me that 1 


ought to ſtop there, but I did not know all that I 
had to apprehend from my weakneſs. 


It was about fix weeks ſince the departure of the 

_ Sicilian Knight, when Maria Rezati received a 
Letter from him in which he informed her that his 
friendſhip for Syneſius had made him triumph over 


a thouſand difficulties, and that the young Greek, 
who thonght that he had nothing more to appre- 
hend from his father, was very willing to grant them 


a retreat on one part of the Eſtate which had been 


left him by bis mother. He added that de- 


pended 
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pended on her to perſuade Theofa to come and ſet- 


| tle with them, and that Syneſius was reſolved, if 


ſhe had not already conſented to accept of their 
offers, to return to Conſtantinople to engage her to 
do it. They did not ſeem to trouble themſelves in 
the leaſt about my conſent, and I had the ſatisfacti- 
on to think that they judged very favourably of my 
familiarity with Theofa, ſince they believed me 
capable of parting with her with ſo much indiffer- 


deſigns in their Letter; for they were determined, 
if they met with any difficulties from Theofa or 
me, to uſe all methods of art and violence to get 
her out of my hands. 5 5 
They were without doubt prompted by the ſuc- 
ceſs of their late enterprize to undertake new ones; 


ence, But they took 75 not to diſcover all their 


They were ſuffer'd to live peaceably at Acade only 


by the indulgence-of the Governor, who wink'd at 


a raſh action for which he might lawfully have 


puniſhed them. Synefius being confined by the 


order of his father in an old Caſtle, knew not how 
long his impriſonment was to laſt, and ſaw no pro- 
| bability of ſucceeding in any attempts which he 


might make to recover his liberty. His Guards 
who were only a few Domeſtics, might eaſily have 
been bribed, had the Knight been in circumſtances 
to do it; but having only a ſmall ſum which I lent 
him to defray the expences of his journey, he had 
no way to ſet his friend at liberty but force or ſtra- 
tagem. His ſpeaking the Greek and Turkiſh lan- 


Pages but very poorly was another objection which 
I never knew how he ſurmounted. He would per- 


haps have been leſs ventureſome, had he been ſen- 
ſible of the difficulties of his enterprize ; for they 


| who ſucceeded in raſh attempts generally owe their 
victory to their ignorance of their danger. He ar- 


rived-all alone at Acade, and. took a lodging near 
a £ C 3 Condo- 
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Condoidi's Caſtle. His care for ſome days was to; 
examine its ſtrength, and to ſatisfy himſelf in what 
part of it Syneſius was confin He was fo far 
from being able to force the gates, ' that it was not 
eaſy for him. to get near them. He determined at 
laſt to make a little hole thro” the wall, directly 
oppoſite to Synefius's chamber, and he affected it in 
the night with great labour and diligence.. Having 
made himſelf known to Syneſius, he told him with, 
what deſign he came hiker. They to meet 
at this peep hole every night, and that Syneſius in- 
forming his Guards of all the News which he heard 


from his friend, ſhou'd perſuade them that he had. 
a Familiar Spirit which gave him. an account of 


5 thing which was tranſacted in the Empire. 
nns 
only in Acade, but in all the neighbouring cities, 


2 1 time at 
the credulity of the Public. : 


They rightly fuppoſed that & « a 
n with re- 
gerd to the adventures of Syneſius, and prejudice 


the Turks, 2s they 
favour ; be 
bis liberty. But the Governor. 
| ſeem'd ſurpriſed at the ſtory, did 
noe ny gonemey re Gr wiſt of bp ter The 

therefore no benefit from artifice,. 
with 

privatel 

conveying a ſword to Seb in 2 viſit which 4 


made him in his priſon, affifted him with ſo much. 


vigour and refolution, that the fervants, tho? they. 
were all drawn together by this uproar, were not 
able to prevent their flight. They were fo impru-- 


dent as to publiſh this. affair themſelves, without 
I Gat Ty GH TE0E WEE GE ts. 


well: 


are very ſuperſtitious, in bs 


wellfer the muted viſions of Syneſius as for their 


bad given up all hopes as ſoon as the heard of the 
3 and as ſhe had been a conſtant wit- 


of my te 


treated their 
| fuxes, which ſuited well enough with the falſe ſtep 


call it treaſon and 1 
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having made uſe of force; two things which are 
ſeldom. 'd the Turks. But the Go- 
vernor being informed of the cauſe of the i 


ment of the young Greek, thought the rigor of his 


father excefſve, and was eaſily prevaild on wo wink 
= 2 funk wit no the Tf 


It was juſt after this victory that the Knight had: 
written to Maria Rezati. And he added to what I 
have related before, that Syneſius and he were then 
ſe out together for — that expected 
— anſwer. at their return, 22 they 
ſhou'd take their meaſures accordingly.. All the 
terms of this Letter were ſo guarded that Maria. 
made no difficulty of communicating it to us. This 
frankneſs convinced me that I coul uld nov reproach 
her with meaning any harm. She. had before un- 
boſom's herſelf to Theofa, or rather had banded 
Her inclinations at the birth of their defign ; and 
finding that ſhe liked none but Chriſtian Countries, 


confinement of Syneftus; But this Letter a little 


neſs of my behaviour to 'Theofa,. and ſuppoſed W 
F fouki Rave her: to follow her own. nen 
wed e that ſhe ſhould diſpl 
or aMict me by f ſhowing me the Knight's Epifile. ” 
Paſſion getting the better of the natural calmneſs 
heard this affair with 2 
44 ow d to a woman. I 
as a ſcheme of ſcandalous plea- 


ment aw * 


was formed in my bouſe, Iv 
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1 Syneſius, faid I, ſeem'd to me as extravagant as 


that for which his father juſtly puniſhed him, yet 
as his being with me was the occaſion of his misfor- 


tune, I was unwilling to increaſe it by reproaches.; 


but I can't fo eaſily excuſe a woman from whom I 
might juſtly expect other returns. | 


ut if my complaints were too harſh and ſevere, 
the effects of them were not leſs ſo. They inſpired 


Maria Rezati with a hatred againſt me which was 
a very ill return for the ſervices I had done her. I 


know that reproaching perſons with benefits is 
deem'd an offence : But an exceſs of delicacy did 


not belong to a woman who had run away from 
her own Country with her Gallant, who had been 


in a Seraglio, and whom, to do myſelf juſtice, I bad 
entertained too long in my houſe. Theofa talked in 


the propereſt manner to calm my diſpleaſure. There 
is ſo little probability in their ſcheme, ſaid ſhe, that 


I am ſurpriſed that they could ever ſeriouſly propoſe 
it. The levity of two young men does not promiſe 
much conſtancy in their undertaking ; and then 


Lord Condoidi will without doubt quickly ſpoil their 


project. And I wonder what cou'd make them 
think of offering me the favour of being one of 


their party, fince they know I am as. averſe from 


the title which Syneſius offers me, as indifferent to 


that which his father obſtinately perſiſts in deny ing 


me. This ſpeech made me a little eaſy; but fear- 


ing leſt the counſels of Maria Rezati ſhould make a 
deeper impreffion in my abſence, I reſolved to find 
an opportunity of ſending her to her Lover. Hear- 


ing that a Veſſel would fail in a few days for Le- 
panto, I defired the Captain to take charge of a La- 


dy. whoſe affairs call'd her to the Morea, and ſent 
one of my own ſervants to wait on her thither. We 


parted with an air of ſo much conſtraint and re- 


ſerve, that I ſaw I could have no dependance on the 
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friendſhip of Maria Rezati for the future. Theofa 
having ſeen many inſtances of her imprudence, was 
grown cool in her affection for her, and very little 


regretted her Neither of us — 


expected any marks of her reſentment. 


I was more eaſy after ſhe was gone than I bad 
been for a long white dan; and tho” I reſolved 
Rs HE ich regard to Theofa as 


long as I lived, yet fole pleaſure place of al 


more freedom with her ſupplied the 

thoſe which I no longer dared to 2 

The Selictar ſeem'd to have renounced his 

ons, which had at laſt coſt me his friendſhip 2 
he had not been at Oru fince my Ines, and when 
I was obliged to ſee him in my frequent journies to 


| Conſtantinople, I found no remains of the friendly 


warmth with which he uſed to viſit and load me 
with all kind of civilities : I did not, however, 
change my conduct with regard to him. But after 
he had treated me for ſome weeks with this cold- 


1 neſs, he was-piqued at my ſeeming inſenſible of it, 


and I was told that. 82 — 'd bitterly of my 
behaviour.. I thought myſelf therefore: obliged to 


demand an explanation of the grounds of his com- 


plaints. Our converſation was ſtill warm enough at 
firſt to make me apprehend ſome conſequences from 


it. I was offended at the liberty he had taken with 


my character, and knew bow incompatible luke- 


' warmneſs and filence were with friendſhip. He 
| difowned the reports I had heard, and — to - 
make the author of them publickly retract what 
he had ſaid. But being leſs tractable with regard to 


Theofa, he ſeverely reproached me now as he had 


done before at Oru, with having ſacrificed his paſſion 
to my own. As I was ſatisfied with regard to the 
complaints which I thought I had againtt him, and 
was deſirous of * his 2 1 endeav- 
| 5 dur'd 
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eur d to revive the opinion which be uſed” to 
have of my -— my 
nt in terms which 


1111 


| 


127 


I 
1 


aur cuſtoms, Pl] make Theofa my wife, with all 

the privileges and.diftiaCtions to which the name in- 
| thing ever ſtartied and terrified me ſo much as 
this declaration. My | 
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No, replied I, you ought not to affront me by youx 
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the honour of 
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ſuſpicions. But as I know your laws and cuſtoms, 
ſhou'd I not-remind or inform you that Theofa is 2 
for- her father to for- 
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concerning 
up in the firſt viſit-which he ſhould make to 


| 1 had two views in this anſwer; one was 


Te I hitherto Gatter' myſelf that Theofs 

to be blinded 
one of the firſt women o 
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ment of the only woman in the world whom E 
loved. However, after I had taken leave of the 
Selictar, who promiſed to viſit me in the evening at. 
Oru, the moſt urgent buſineſs I had was I thought 
to return thither. I made uſe of no artifice to diſ- 
cover by degrees how Theofa- wou'd take this. mat— 
ter. My heart wanted to be ſatisfied immediately. { 
Tou will preſently know, faid I, the regard which L | 
1222 The Selictar intends to make you aw | 
er of marriage, and I was fo far from oppoling it. 
that I was pleaſed with a deſign that may contribute 
to your happineſs. She received this with 
fo much coldneſs, that I immediately gueſs d at her 
anſwer. You are fo far, faid ſhe, from making 
me happy, that you make me wretched by an offer 
which I can't refufe without greatly offending the 
Selictar. Cou'd I, faid ſhe, of all perſons in the 
world have expected ſuch an odious propoſition from 
vou: You have not ſurely ſo much friendſhip for 
me as IJ imagined, or I have ſucceeded ill in my at- 
tempts to convince you of my inclinations. 
Being greatly charmed with ſo obliging a reproach. 
and too ſenfible of its ſeeming to favour my paſſion, 
I infifted on the Selictar's deſign merely for the plea- 
ſure of making her repeat what I had heard with ſo 
much joy and. admiration. But do you remember, 
faid I, that the Selictar is one of the firſt Lords of 
the Empire, that his riches are immenſe, that the 
offer which you hear with indifference would be 
joyfully accepted by any woman in the world, and 
that it is to ſuch as he that the ſiſters and daughters 
of the Grand Seignior are daily given? In ſhort, do 
you conſider that he has long adored you, that he 
eſteems as well as loves you, and that he defigns to 
| treat you otherwiſe than the Turks generally do their 
wives? I think of none of theſe things, ſaid ſhe, 
becauſe I want and deſire . : 
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ably under your protection. After the promiſes 
which I had made of not mentioning my paſſion, I 
E RING CHOP © MEIN f = 
my heart; but were greater any [ have hi- 
r 

The Selictar did not fail to come in the evening 
to Oru. He aſked me with great eagerneſs if I had. 
broke the matter to Theofa. I cou'd not help tel- 
ling him. that I had given her ſome hints of it, 
| Which had not been receiv'd fo. favourably as he 
ſeem'd to wiſh. But you perhaps, added I, may 
de a more ſucceſsful advocate, nd I war's net ad- 


viſe you to delay your ſuit. There was a malicious 


Joy in this counſel. I long'd to ſee an end of his 
by a refuſal which would deprive him 
of all hopes, and to enjoy my triumph and ſee my 
my Rival humbled before my face. This was the 
only ſatisfaction which I had hitherto received. from 
my paſſion, and I never indulged it with greater 
. —9 than now. I conducted the Selictar to 
F heofa's apartment, and he told her the occaſion of 
his viſit. Having had time to prepare her anſwer, 
S Ze ren. an. roy Bey ont 
fying ; but her refuſal was ſo peremptory, and the 
reaſons which. ſhe urged for it fo and convin- 
cing, that we both I dare ſay immediately paſſed 
the ſame ji upon them. And he did not in- 
deed deſire to hear them repeated. He roſe with- 
out making any reply, and going out along with 
me with an air of greater rage than grief; who 
cou'd have thought it, ſaid he Was it poſſible to 
expect this! He refuſed to ftay all night, and added 
as he embraced meat taking his leave, let our friend- 
ſhip continue. I deſigned to have committed an ex- 
— ghrngy but you muſt own that her folly. 
His rage continued even in. his cha- 


riot ;.. and fa ' him lift up his hands and clap them 
together 
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— — have faid, I was forced to 
pity bim, ar at leaſt to wiſh that ſo ſtinging a repulſe. 
prove the means of his cure.. | 

t I ſhou'd not perhaps have ſpared him fo much 
compaſſion, had I foreſeen the evils which. wa. Tod 
ver my ewn head,. and that even his d 


1 


— a woman who fo heartily deſpiſed the 
things for which the generality of. mankind have the 
higheſt eſteem, I intreated her, after I had heard 
her for ſome time, to inform me what the aim d at 
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wiſer, be- 


paſt, . 
The offers of ſuch a 
Which I. was 


” 
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a moment ; yet fo far was I now from firuggling- 


againſt it, that I was anxious for nothing but how 


x 1 my HE | 
M y own imagination. threw no difficulties in my 


way, fince I found nothing there but what favour'd 


my paſhon;, and my Relations were at too great a 
diſtance to oppoſe or even to hear of my deſign till a 
long while after the execution of it. Tho! I re- 
ſolved to follow the inclinations of my heart, yet 


having ſome regard for. decency,. and being willing 


to avoid expence and noiſe, I propoſed to celebrate 
my nuptials in my own houſe. But in the midſt of 


all my ſatisfaction, I wiſhed.that Theofa had ſeem'd 
to conſent to gratify my wiſhes by tenderer motives 
than thoſe which I deſigned to propoſe, and I felt 
ſome regret at being under a neceſſity of taking this 


method to obtain a return of my fondneſs. 1 had 


often flatter'd myſelf with having made ſome im- 


preſſion on her heart, but my never having drawn 


any ſuch confeſhon from her gave me ſome difquiet, 


Tho' I did not hope to extort a plain declaration, 


yet I ſuppoſed by giving her a diſtant proſpect and 


ſome dark hints of what I deſigned, that it wou'd be 


impoſſible for her in the: ſecret and lively expreſſions 
of her gratitude not to let flip ſome words which 


might ſatisfy my delicacy, and give me an. oppor- 


tunity of declaring: what my inclination prompted 


me to do for her happineſs and mine. In all theſe 


reflections, . it never once came into my head that her 


refuſing the Selictar was a reaſon to make me appre- 


henfive of the ſame fate; and I took a pleaſure in 
perſuading myſelf that if her rejecting one of the 


firſt fortunes: of the Empires was not abſolutely in 


order to reſerve herſelf for me, that it was at leaſt 


owing to a prepoſl 
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eſſion in favour of our Country, 
which wou ' d the more diſpoſe her to accept. of my 
offers. i 
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At laſt, after ſeveral days had paſt in this kind of 
preparation, I made choice for the deciſion of my 
bappineſs of an afternoon when nothing cou'd inter- 
rupt us. The moment I was in her apartment, a 
thought which _ reaſonings had not made me 
recollect, chill'd my blood with horror, and made 
me return with 2s much grief and confuſion as I had 
ſerenity and reſolution when I went thither. I re- 
member'd that the Selictar had taken ſome ſteps to 
induce oidi to own Theofa for his daughter, 
and was affrighted at the vehemence of a paſſion 
which made me leſs obſervant of decency than a 
Turk. But this was not the only thing which a- 
larmed me. I conſfider'd. that it was neceſſary to 
declare my intentions. to Condoidi, in order to en- 
him to do for me what be had offer'd the Se- 
tar, and that it wou'd. be very irkſome and morti- | 
. 
a man whom I had treated with fo little ceremony. 
er in, if he ſhou'd pleaſe 
with the thoughts of revenging upon me 
he impoatunities with which 1 hedl nnd how in ©- | 
vour of his daughter, and the vexation which his ſon. 
had given him, of which he ſuſpected me to be the 
cauſe? But will the Reader beheve that it was poſ- 
fible for me to determine, after ſo juſt a reproach, | 
and long deliberation about the methods of retriev- 
ing my errors, debe back to Theofa, and immedi- 
ately execute a deſign which I had ſuch ſtrong rea- 
ſons for kulpending f I will not pretend to boaſt of the. 
arguments which made me reſume this reſolution ;. 
being perſuaded that every one will think that 
were dictated by love rather than prudence. I 
| thought however that obſtacles which I did not de- 
ſpair of ſurmounting, ought not to retard a declara- 
tion which would convince Theofa of all the ardor. 
* 9 to favour, at leaft 
; with. 
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this promiſe, _ her preſence was the ſtrongeſt 
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I had not power to make the leaſt attempt to 
prevent her retreat. My voice, my reaſon, all-my 
faculties loſt their uſe thro? an exceſs of amazement 


and confuſion. My tortures ſeem'd inſupportable ; 


and had ſome dreadful abyſs been open before me, 
I ſhou'd ſure have plunged headlong down it. In 
this condition I remained for ſome time, without 
being able to ſtir from-the place where I was. The 
firſt Domeſtic I met, being terrified at the ſtrange 


_ alteration of my countenance, ſpread the alarm all 
over the houſe and drew the reſt of my ſervants to- 


gether, who in a great fright offer'd me ſuch thin 


28 they thought neceſſary for the recovery of my 


health. Theofa herſelf, forgetting the reſolution 


which ſhe had made of not coming out of her clo- 


ſet, flew to my relief in great a conſternation. But 


her preſence redoubling my pains, I pretended not 
to obſerve her; 2 


wee chad — "Side off the dates | 


my ſervants that ny 


cou'd to lock myſelf up in my chamber. 
| I paſt more than two hours alone in the bittereſt 


reflections and moſt violent agonies; but they brought 


me at length to the point from which I had ſtray- 


ed. I was convinced that the heart of Theofa was 


„ and that her virtues, whether natu- 


ral or acquired by ſtudy and meditation, ought to 


be propoſed as a pattern for her own ſex and ours. 


This reflection quickly diſperſed the remains of my 
| confuſion; and being "tha to make a merit of 


entering ſo readily into her views, I went to her 
cloſet, declared myſelf vanquiſhed by her example, 
and promiſed to — myſelf as long as ſne pleaſ- 
ed to the title of the moſt faithful and warmeſt of 
her friends. My heart however ſtruggled againſt 


temptation to make me retract what I concluded a 
6— 2 If what is 


related 
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related in the ſequel of theſe Memoirs ſhould not 
anſwer the noble proofs which ſhe has hithero given 
of her virtue, will not my Readers queſtion my e- 


vidence, and ſuſpect me 8 be blinded by jealouſy, 
rather than ſu 


ciples of virtue to do any thing to blemiſh a charac- 
— which has hitherto appeared fo amiable and 


„ think of the mat- 
» I aſk the q Ie have an opportunt= | 


„ that I ſhall be as ſincere in my 
doubts and ſuſpicions as I have been in my encomi- 


ums; and that I ſhall fairly relate matters of fact, 


and leave every ane to nes be edna. 
But the new treaty which I had made with The- 
ofa was followed by a long calm, in which I had 


the pleaſure of ſeeing her practice all her virtues. 


The Guide whom J had ſent with Maria Rezati was 


returned, and this inconſtant Sicilian had ill anfwer-" 


ed our expectation or that of her Lover. The Cap- 
tain of the Ship in which ſhe embarked for the Mo- 
rea, fell violently in love with her, and prevail d on 
her to acquaint him with her adventures and deſigns. 
By repreſenting in lively colours the abſurdity of her 


ſcheme in ſettling with the Knight in the Morea, 


and the inconveniencies to which ſhe would there- 
by infallibly expoſe herſelf for the reſt of her life, 


he at laſt perſuaded her to return to Sicily, where te 


doubted not but ſhe would eaſily find means of be- 
ing reconciled to her Relations. of flatter'd him- 
ſelf with being the greateſt gainer in this affair, by 


a marriage to which he foreſaw there would be little 


oppoſition ; and if I may credit a domeſtic, he was 
indulged in all the pleaſures of it before his arrival 


at Meſſina, He immediately made application to 

the father, who thought himſelf happy in finding a 

| Child to inherit his eſtate, and making it appear 

that he -was an Italian of good _— — 
ezati's 


ppoſe one ſo well grounded in the prin- 


"ww <<” ia 


-brough i 
d — of 'his gratitude. 
© Theoka alfe recetved one from Mare, and 


ich they apprehended the 
He defired me to excuſe the liberty 

of going to my houſe, and to give 
L I I ſent him word 


as 1 had 
what he 
_ turbation in which he was 
even accuſed me of bei 
| tunes by ſuffering his Miſtreſs to depart, without 


a—_— i ; but I <cou'd eaſily pardon the 
grief extorted from a Lover. 'The 


, - 
to do. TI found him in all the per- 
ted to be. He 


e of his abi 
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Syneſius's views, which cou'd not now he thought 
f rr to Theofa. 

_ She was 8 , and I de- 
fired him to acquaint ber with- it. As I was 
AC Rn I cou'd eafily fruſtrate 
it; and T concluded beſides as he had loft the 
Knight's affiftance, that he wou'd hardly 


have 
counts exangh 3 J defir- 


not however cure him of a paſſion which made him 
Auilty of ſeveral other extravagances. 
Ho little are men to be d 


very Knight who was I thought reckinn's from hi . 
e, and who indeed ee al the time he 


vas with me to merit my regard and eſteem, fell at 
his nr 
than thoſe he had forſaken. My re . 
R of Malta and the ener o 
N kinder reception than 
cou d ha — e e 


n — 
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again in his own Country, when ds tem 
t 


fame and fear, that he and his 


_ friendſhip in which they 


The Fair Greek. 


Jook'd as an error . 
cond nora — a Mitre. Their 
for an opportunity of ſeeing 
flames broke out again with equal violence. It 
was hardly four months ſince his when 
'Theofa Nowa me a Letter which ſhe received 
from Conſtantinople, in which he informed her, 
after much circumlocution and many expreſſions of 
Iiftrels, not be- 
ing able to live aſunder, were returned thither, and 
had renounced their Country for ever. He own'd 
the exceſs of his folly ; but tho“ he made the vio- 
lence of a paſſion which he cou'd not ſubdue an ex- 
cuſe for it, yet he was ſenſible, he faid, that de- 
cency did not permit him to wait upon me without | 
my leave, and he intreated Theo to revive my 2 
kindnefs for him. 

1 did not heſitate a minute about what ufo 


mou'd make them. This cafe was fo different 
from the firſt, and I was fo little inclined to enter- 


tain a man who had violated a thouſand duties in 
this new rape, that I dictated 'Theofa's Letter my- 
felf, and plainly told the Knight and his Miſtreſs, 
that they were not to expect the leaſt favour or pro- 
tection from me. But their deſign in coming ta 
Conſtantinople was to viſit and prevail on Syneſius 


to reſume his former ſcheme, and the ſuc ceſs of it 


did not at all depend upon me. As the 
deſirous however of Theofa's company, 
had lived with 


w 
them imagine that ſhe would be glad to 
with them, they rightly concluded that 
had been dictated by fe: od wie i ths 
looking upon it as a denial, that 
them to Oru, as ſoon as they were affured of my 
being in the City. „ 
Po. II. D their 
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they went both of 
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their viſit, and told them plainly, as ſhe knew my 'q 
inclination, that ſhe had not 110 her own heart 
whether it defired to ſee them or not. She intreat- 
ed them therefore to retire and not to make her run 
the riſk of diſpleaſing me; but they inſiſted fo ſtre- 
nuouſly on her giving them liberty to acquaint her 
with their deſign, that ſhe was forced, whether ſhe 
wou'd or not, to be ſo complaiſant as to bear their 


ee ns ſcheme was laid, and the Knight's Letter 


= to open a way to my houſe, was only the effect 


of a fcruple of honour with regard to their new 
enterprize. Tho? I had never told him my thoughts 
of their deſign of ſettling in the Morea, and had 
deen ftill farther from diſcovering bow far I was 
concern'd in their endeavours to engage Theofa in 
it ; yet he ſuppoſed that I ſhou'd not have treated 
her with ſo much reſpeA and diſtinction if I had 
not been fond of her company, and that he cou'd 
not ſeduce or carry her away by force without of- 
fending me. He wiſh'd therefore to make me ap- 
we of a deſign which was fo agreeable to his 
riend and his Miſtreſs ; and did not deſpair of do- 
ing it tho' I had refuſed to ſee him, provided he 
cou'd obtain Theofa's conſent. To this end he 
diſplay'd all the advantages and pleaſure which ſhe 
. in 1 ſociety; but ſhe did not want 
ons to reſiſt his importunities. 
| 9 at that time very buſy in making prepara- 
tions for a Feſtival which made a t noiſe over 
all Europe. The difficulties which I had often met 
with in the execution of my Office, 3 hin- 
der'd me from always living n very 
with the Grand Vit Calail hd I dare fay that 
my reſolution in maintaining the honour of my 
Country, and my priviledges as an Embaſſador, 
Wade me the more reſpected by the Turks. The 


5 | King? 8 
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without leave, py” Grand 


But 
4 analy ſatisfied with my preparations, in order to 


that he was more intimate than ever with 


not doubt upon her refuſal and mine, but that they 
wou' d reſume the deſigns which the Knight himſelf 
had confeſs'd they formerly had. I was however 


all the circumſtances of this viſit, I received advice 


permiſſions which have been granted th 
2 — D 2 | ” 
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King's Birth-day being at hand, I reſolved to ee - 


lebrate it with more pomp than it ever had been be- 
fore. The illuminations were to be very 


magnif- 
cent, and my houſe at Conſtantinople, which was 


in the ſuburb of Galata, was alrcady provided with 
ra greatly Lande» beg in the Port. As 
ſuch extraordinary cou'd not be made 

8 
liteneſs given me an expreſs permiſſion for them. 
going to Oru the evening before the Feſtival, 


divert myſelf after my fatigue and to bring Theofa 
to be preſent at it the next day, I heard two pieces 
.of news which interrupted my joy. One on my 
arrival: and this was an account of the Knight's 
viſit, and the efforts which he had made to 

Theofa to follow him. Hearing at the ſame time 


Syneſius, 
I carried my ſuſpicions farther than ſhe, and did 


the leſs alarmed at them as I intended to conduct 
her to Conſtantinople the next day, and ſhou'd 


there have leiſure to think of — 


houſe at Oru a ſafe aſylum. 
But as we were reſlecting in the evening 


from my Seer that the Grand Viſir Calaili 
was depoſed, and he was ſucceeded by Choruli, 


a man with whom I had no friendſhip and of an 
5 


character. I preſently perceived the per - 
exity I ſheu'd be in. This new Miniſter might 


prohibit the celebration of my feſtival, were it only 


out of mere caprice which generally inclines ſuch 
as he to make alterations, and to revoke all the 
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f not immediately perceive his caution; but the flight 


The Fair Greek. „ 
and humble my pride, I loſt all patience and was 
enraged devs meaſure. Tell your Maſter, faid 
I, that his conduct deſerves the laſt contempt, that 
Tam incapable of fear when the honour of my 
King is concerned, and am reſolved if he comes to 
the extremities with which you preſume to threaten 
me, not to pretend to defend myſelf againſt Ene- 
mies who would ſoon overpower me with their 
numbers, but to collect together in this Hall all 
my gun-powder of which I have a great — 4 
to put a match to it with my own hands, and blow 
up all at once, my houſe, cr 
— care of revenging my 

th. 
The Officer retired; but the noiſe of this affair 
=” preſently alarmed all the French who were aflembled 
at my houſe on this occaſion. I myſelf was in ſuch a 


violent rage as won to be ſure have render'd me 


1. 


Spable of exeeutiag my project; and berg feſois- 
ed not to the leaſt ſigns of fear, I immedi- 
ately order'd 2 general diſcharge of my =o 
which conſiſted of fifty of canon. 

vants trembled as they obey'd me. 2 of 
tary being more terrified than the ref, thought he 
did me a good office by putting out ſome of the 
lights, that he might be able to ſay that we were 
then actually obeying the Viſir's command. I did 


of ſome of my Gueſts, who without doubt appre- 
hended that I "ſhou'd come to the extremities with 
which I threaten'd the Viſir's Meſſenger, increaſed 
my fury. I treated as cowards and traytors all thoſe 
whom I cou'd not prevail en to tay ; and obſerv- 
ing the dimunition of my illuminations, was in a 
new rage at the timorous precaution of my Secre- 
tary. This was my ſituation when I heard the 
aries of a woman who czi.'d me to her aſſiſtance; 
D 3 —Tdid 


— 


The 
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I did not doubt but that a detachment of Janiſſaries 
had already begun to inſult my ſervants, and being 
unwilling to attempt any thing at an uncertainty, 
I ran, accompanied by ſome faithful friends, to the 

from whence the ſhrieks caine. But what did 

ſee ! Syneſius and the Knight, affiſted by two 
Greeks, were carrying away Theofa by force, and 
endeavouring to drown her cries by Ropping her 
mouth with an hankerchief. I did not want all 
the paſſion with which I was agitated, to fill up the 
meaſure of my fury. Diſpatch the tray tors, ſaid 1 
to my Companions, and was but too well obey'd. 
They fell upon the four Raviſhers, who defended 
_ themſelves as well as they cou'd. The two Greeks, 
having leſs ſkill or reſolution, were preſently kill'd. 
night was wounded, and Syneſius, Aeta 
ing of victory, ſurrender d his fword. I ſhoud 
perhaps have detain'd and treated him in the firſt 
2 of my rage with great feverity, had J noe 
| been informed that the Viſir, being by the 
ſigns of ſubmiſſion for which he was indebted to m my Se- 
cretary, had countermanded his troops and red 
that he was ſatisſied. Pity eaſily found a place. in 
my heart as ſoon as rage had forſook it. I was be- 
fides obliged to take fome precautions to conceal the 
death of the two Greeks. I diſmiſs'd Syneſius, 
telling him how much he was obliged to me for my 
lenity, and order'd the Knight's wounds to be care- 
fully healed. As I luckily happen'd to have none 
but but Chriſtians in my houſe, every one thought 
himſelf concern'd to conceal his a 

This incident was follow'd 17 ſeveral others, 
which have no relation to this Work but as they 
were the occaſion of my leaving Conſtantinople. 
As ſoon as I received his Majeſty's command to re- 
turn to France, I conſider d how I ſhou'd behave 
with regard ts Theofa. I loved her too well to he 

| | In. 
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in any doubt about making her an offer to go along 
with me; but I was not ſure of her conſent. My 

perplexity therefore ariſing only from my not 

Lavin her inclinations, 1 endeavour'd by ſome 
obſcure hints to find what they were. She ſoon 
put me out of my pain by ſeeming to queſtion 
whether I wou'd permit her to bear me company. 
J roſe in a tranſport of joy, told her that ſhe ſhou'd 
always find me the fame I had hitherto been, and 
gave her full liberty to impoſe upon me any condi- 
tions ſhe pleaſed, All I deſire, faid ſhe with a very 


obliging air, is the continuance of your friendihip 


which includes every other bleſſing, and to be in- 
dulged in the liberty of living with you as I have 
always hitherto done. I ſolemnly promiſed to grant 
| her requeſt. But I prevail'd on her to give me 


leave once again to attack the inſenſible Condoidi. 


She foreſaw that my endeavours wou'd be to no 
purpoſe. And indeed tho? I flatter'd myfelf that 
he wou'd be more pliable when he ſaw that ſhe was 
going to quit Turky, yet was I fo far from making 
any impreffion on this obdurate old Gentleman, 
that he ſuppoſed, on the contrary, that the ftory 
of her departure was only an artifice' to impoſe up- 
on him. I had not ſeen Syneſius or the Knight 
ſince their raſh attempt. The former, ſurmount- 
ing all his fears as ſoon as he heard that Theofa 
was to accompany me to France, came and in- 
cated me to permit him at leaſt to take leave |} 

of his ſiſter. This name which the wily Greek 
affected to give her, and the air of fondneſs which | 
appeared in his requeſt, determined me not only to 
ſuffzr him to ſee her immediately, but alfo to grant 
him the fame favour ſeveral other times before our 
departure. The preca::tion which I had taken 
both in the Town and Country left me nothing to | 
fear with regard to her ſafety, and I knew Theofa || 
1 7105 —_— too 


8 The Fair Greek. | 
too well to ſuſpect her. This indulgence however 
_ Inſpired Synefius with new hopes. He had ſeen her 
but two or three times, when deſiring leave to 


ſpeak with me, he threw: himſelf at my feet, to 


conjure me to reſume my former good. opinion of. 


him; and calling Heaven to witneſs that he wou'd 
Theofa as his ſiſter, he 


as long as he lived look upon 
earneſtly intreated me to take him along with me, 
and to be a father to him as well as to her. His 
yers, his tears, and the eſteem which I always 


have granted his requeſt, cou'd I have 
myſelf that love did not lie in diſguiſe under the 
falſe appearances of fraternal affection. I made 
bim, however, no direct anſwer; being willing to 
confult Theofa, who might I ſuppoſed be apprized 
of the affair, and have been moved perhaps by his 
tears and her affection for him as a brother. She 


told me without heſitation, that ſhe ſhou'd defire 


this favour of me, were ſhe certain that ſhe was his 


ſiſter; but that ſhe now intreated me not to expoſe 


| Her to the perpetual uneaſineſs of not knowing how 

to behave to a youth who diſcover'd too paſſionate a 
regard for her, if he was not. her brother. Thus 
was the ſorrowful Syneſius reduced to the conſola- 
tions which he undoubtedly found in the friendſhip: 
of the Knight, and I know nothing more of their 
Hiſtory. : | 


Some weeks which paſt between the time of my- 
receiving the Einy's commands and my departure, 


were ſpent by Theota in affairs which wou'd furniſh 
me will! materials for a Volume, were I deſirous to. 


fwell theſe Memoirs. Reflection and her own ex- 

perience had taught her, that flavery was to one of 
her ſex the muſt dreadful of all calamities ;. and fince- 
ſhe had been at Oru, ſhe had loft no opportunity of 


informing herſelf WT FOE 


for him, wou'd infallibly have inclined me to 
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ſeeing ſo celebrated a Port. Theofa ſhow'd ſeve- 
ral ſigns of joy as ſhe landed on the Italian ſhore. 
A thoufand reaſons obliging me to be incagnito, I 
left my attendants en board, and lodged at a public 
Inn, where I did not refuſe to dine at an ordinary 
with ſeveral Travellers who happen'd to be there. 
'Theofa paſs'd for my daughter, and I for a Gentle- 
man who was returning from Conſtantinople with 
my family. As we were at dinner, I obſerved that 
a young Frenchman was very attentive to the 
charms of Theoſa, and that he did all he cou'd to 
| Haviour were both very engaging, and the air of his 
converſation made me take him for a man of quali- 
ty, tho” I did not remember the name of Count de 
M. Q. which was that which he went by. He 
loaded me with civilities, becauſe he ſuppoſed me to 
de the father of Theofa. I faw nothing at firft in 
his behaviour but the gallantry which. is common to 
the French. I walk'd ſeveral times up and down 
the City without ſo much as miſtruſting that I run 
any riſk in leaving Theofa behind, with only one of 
her own Countrywomen to attend her.. 


In about eight days, however, I perceived ſome | 


alteration in her temper. But as the fatigue of the 
voyage might occaſion it, this obfervation gave me 
dut little concern. I aſked her, however, if ſhe 
had any cauſe of grief or complaint. She told me 
that ſhe had nothing to make her uneaſy : but then 
ſhe ſaid this with fo much confuſion, that I ſhou'd 
immediately have open'd my eyes, had I been ca- 
pable of ſuſpecting her. Beſides, I did not know 
that the Count de M——— was conſtantly with 
her all the time which I employ'd in ſeeing the 
curioſities of the City. We were a fortnight at 
Leghorn before I was warn' d by any accident to 
have a more watchful eye upon what was doing 8 


1 
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ceret 
brought 
went directly to Theofa's chamber, and faw the 
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round me. If I returned before dinner time I found 


Theofa alone, the Count always taking care to re- 
tire. I obſcrved that ſhe grew more and more re- 
ſerved and melancholy ; but ſeeing no other ſign of 


any alteration in her health, I thought I ſhou'd diſ- 


pe] theſe gloomy appearances, by aſſuring her that 

ſhe would find more pleaſure in rance than at an 

Italian Inn, 
It is certain, as we were at table, that I obſerved- 


her more familiar with the Count than I cou'd have 


expected from ſo ſhort an acquaintance... Their. 


| looks and their ſmiles ſeem'd intelligible to each o- 


ther, and. the civilities of the Count were received 
with another air than they were at firſt, But as no- 
thing leſs than a miracle cou'd make me ſuſpicious of 
Theofa after ſuch trials of her virtue and even. 
of her inſenſibility, I ſound a: thouſand reaſons to 
excuſe her behaviour. She had taſte enough to per- 
ceive in the noble manners of the Count the great 
difference between French and Turkiſſi politeneſs, ſhe 
ſtudied him as a model. Theſe excuſes which I made 


for her were ſo much the more probable, as I had a 


thouſand times obſerved her to copy after me; and 
tho I wasinot fo finiſh'd a pattern as the Count, 


1. RPE TR catch'd our manners 


imitating mine. I was ftill eight days longer 
withour davkie the hat jigkode, and am at a loſs 
to know what would have been the end of their ſe- 
„if chance had not one day 
me home ſooner: than I was expected. I 


Count on his knees. The fight of a Serpent which 
had ſtung me,. cou'd not have terrified me more. I 
had, —— command enough of myſelf to re- 
tire without being perceived. But being detain'd 
at the door, whether I wou'd or not, by my fears 


and jealoufy, I endeayour'd to ns the deſpair 


whick 
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which was already gnawing my heart, by obſerving: 
| nne to be ſtill 


Sean ln 
'7 
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of die hve 
to which I had 


it from another. Suppoſing her capable 
neſs of love, I ſhou'd have with'd that ſhe had not 
yielded as it were by chance, and at the firft 
of a Stranger. Or to difcover the bottom. of my 
heart, I was vexed that thofe of virtue: 
which I had fo much revered, ſhou'd fo Va- 
niſh and come to nothing. I even. bluſh d at 
been duped by the fine maxims which I had fo often. 
beard her t, and reproached myſelf lefs. with: 
the ſervices I had done her, than with my credulity 
and 
mee de and confu- 
fon in theſe reflections. — ro 
_ favourable turn to the modeſt behaviour of the 


ver, whoſe moderation was Ogg to his having been 
4 all his deſires. What new tortures did 
this thought * upon me f But I had com- 
mand enough of actions not to make any raſh 
attempt. 


* | As I had formed a defign 8 
__ cruel Theofa in the midſt of her  F was de- 


&irgus of talking with ber Woman, not ts tall bar 


Count, that I lookꝰ d upon him as a contented. Lo- 
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nn 
ſumplicity might me an making. 
Ms Cond whe ſucceeded. Bema, and enter d 
voluntarily into my ſervice. But whether ſhe was 
eee 
ther ſhe herſelf was deceived by the dexterity of the 
Count and Theofa, I learnt nothing from her: but. 
their frequent interviews,. which ſhe did not ſeem to 
endeavour to conceal... 

I reſolved not to go abroad any more, and pre- 
ing that was. detain d at home by illneſs, wou'd. 
not Theofa'to go out of my ſight all the reſt 
of the day. The Count fent to aſk leave to viſit us 
in the afternoon. 33 from oppoſing it, 
that I was glad to make obſerva- 
tions, of. which — — 
ſubject for upwards of four hours dr. He was. 
betray himſelf; but I per- 


me , a rw 
ly acquainted with him and his character. This ad- 
venture had detain'd bim two years in Italy, and 
wou'd have: made him renounce. his Country for 
ever, had not the moſt dreadful of all —_— 
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been ſo to him, had he not been bleſſed with a very 
uncommon ſtrength of conſtitution. As ſoon as he: 
was got well again, he heard of the death of the 
dear object of his paſſion, which cauſed. him. to re- 
lapſe thro” an exceſs of grief, into a. more d | 
condition than that from which he was recover'd. 
As this diſeaſe however had no more effect than the 
poiſon, he was in the utmoſt deſpair, and endea- 
voured to procure his death by a leſs criminal tho” he 
fuppoſed by no leſs certain a method, than that of 
falling by his. own hands. He preſented himſelf to 
the huſband whoſe hatred he had fully deſerved, and 
having reproached him a thouſand times with his bar- 
barity, open'd his boſom and deſired him to fatiate 
his revenge, by plunging his in his heart. 
He called Heaven to —— that he thought his 
death infallible, and that he ſhou'd. have ſubmitted 

to it with pleaſure. But the cruel Huſband, mak- 
ing a jeſt of his rage and _ replied he ſhould 
no longer think of effecting his death, ſince he had 
the pleaſure to ſee that he bf be more effectually 
revenged by ſuffering him to live, and tuat ie was 
heartily. glad that he had. eſcaped the poiſon which 
wou'd too foon have put an end. to his torments.. He 
had ever ſince led a moſt deplorable life, wandering 
all over Italy from-one City to another, in hopes of 
effacing impreſſions. which were one perpetual tor- 
ture, and of repairing the loſs he had ſuſtain'd by 
the converſation of all the amiable women he found. 
But he was arrived at Leghorn, without having ever 
felt the leaſt alteration in his heart, which grief 
had hitherto guarded againſt all attacks of love. 
This was plainly faying that this miracle was re- 
„„ I had obſerved, however, none 
xolound melancholy Ys which muſt have been 

& at the time of our azrival, a = 
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the true date of his cure. But the eagerneſs with 
which Theofa liſten'd to all theſe fables, did not 
permit me to doubt of their making upon her all the 
Lathes he utes. I expected the night with 
the utmoſt impatience, in order to clear up ſome 
much. more terrible doubts. Theofa's chamber was 
next to mine. I roſe as ſoon as my Valet de 
Chambre had quitted my room, and look'd for a 

e ſee every thing which 
| 5 ch'd our apartment. — 
„ I felt, however, ſome remorſe for the injury I was 
doing the amiable Fheofa ; and a thouſand paflions 
pleading her cauſe, I ask'd my own heart if its black 
ſuſpicions had a ſufficient foundation — _— 
ſuch unfair obſervations. Fhe whole night — 
without giving me any juſt grounds of © ence, I 
went ſeveral times to | ey eng and liſten'd with 
great attention. The leaſt noiſe awaken'd my ſuſ- 

picions, and imagining I heard ſome body move, I 
was ſtrongly tempted to knock furiouſly at her door, 
and demand admittance. At laſt, when the fun 
was riſing and I was going to retire, I heard Theo- 
fa's door open. A ſudden ague chill'd my blood: 

_ *Twas ſhe herſelf going out with her Woman, This 
early riſing gave me freſh uneaſineſs; but I remem- 
bor her ating told me that ſhe frequently went, 

- as the weather was exceſſively hot, to take the air 
in the Garden which look'd upon the Sea. I watch- 
ed her, and was not ſatisfied till I ſaw her go that 


way. 

Reader will think that J ought to be ſatis- 
fied with the trouble which I had given myſelf in the 
night, and that I had nothing more to do but to 
refreſh myſelf with fleep, which I y wanted, 
But my heart was only half at reſt. The noiſe 
ade 3 had dew in hes etumder bb ſome doubt, 
behind. The key was left in the door, and I went 
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into her room in hopes of diſcovering what it was 
that had alarmed me. It was perhaps a chair or a 
curtain, which Theofa herſelf had moved. But ex- 
amining every part of her chamber. with a very in- 
quiſitive eye, I obſerved a little door ing to 2 
private ſtair-caſe, which I had. never ſeen before. 
All my paſſions immediately broke loofe, and raged 
with greater fury than ever.. This is the way which 


carefully faſten*'d. But cou'd it not have been open'd 
72 night? If I had any certain proofs to expect, 
T ſhould I 


L 


Tf 

f 
x 

| 
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t, and ſooth'd by this 
de, my . ſoon. forgot their 

faſt alleep on her bed. 

| She was all this while in the Garden, where it was ; 


| Several pe neig | 
alſo came thither for the fake of the walk, which 
gave it the appearance of a public one. The Cap- 
tain of a French Ship which came into the Port the 
night before, and ſeveral Paſſengers whom he 
brought from Naples, happen'd to be there the ſame 
day. The fight of Theofa, whom it was hard to. 
ſee without admiraticn, drew theſe Strangers about 
ber; and the Count perceiving the Captain to be a. 
Frenchman, fell into a converſation with him. 
From him he learn'd not only what related to hin 
own affairs, but ſome particulars concerning mine; 
viz, that the Captain, who had ſcen our ſhip as he 
enter'd the Port, was informed by the Sailors who 
were on the deck, from whence they came and. 
what Paſiengers they had. Theſe _ to 
whom. I had not enjoin'd ſecrecy when I went on. 
ſhore, told him my Office at and 
by that means diſcover'd me. The Count hearing 
me ſpoken of under this title, was extremely ſur- 
priſed at his not knowing that I was at Leghorn, _ 
tho” it appeared by the Captain's diſcourſe : thee 7 
had been there ſeveral days. "But reflecting a little 
an the affair, he concluded that I was the perſon 
whom the Captain mention'd, and that I deſired 
S 3 
be look'd upon Theofa, he was in ſome confuſion, 
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reſpect which was due to my daughter. What he 
heard made him immediately form a defign which 
he had never ſo much as thought of before, and this 
was to marry Theofa in caſe I was her father This 
circumſtance alone has always been ſufficient tocon- 
vince me of his noble birth. His ſcheme, which 
he' endeavour'd to perſuade her to approve of be- 
fore they went out of the Garden, made their 
walk longer than uſual. The morning therefore 
was far advanced, when he gave her his hand to 
conduct her back to her apartment. 
Theofa heard his propoſal with all imaginable 
confuſion ; and as ſhe immediately ſuppoſed that it 
was owing to his falſe notion of her birth, ſhe op- 

poſed it by arguments which he did not well under- 
tand. Bu not being at all ſhaken in his reſoluti- 


en by any thing ſhe ſaid; he declared as he was 


coming into her chamber, that he would not ſuffer 
the day to paſs, without acquainting me with his 
| Nntiments. And if any thing gave me a favour- 
able opinion of their familiarity, it was the readi- 
nefs with which he broke it off after the ſcene which 
T am going to repreſent, and his fincere deſire and 
intention of marriage. I was ſtill in the poſition 
in which I was arreſted by ſleep; dreſs'd in my 


night-gown indeed, but then I was in Theofa's 


bed. I wasawaked by the noiſe which they made 
in opening the door, and heard the laſt words of 
the Count. Notwithſtanding the confuſion I was 
in at being ſurpriſed, I ſhould have endeavour'd not 
to have diſcover'd myſelf, and to have taken the ad- 
vantage of my fituation to have heard the remain- 
der of their diſcourſe; had not the curtains been 
open, and the Count immediately ſeen me. Ha! 

who is there, ſaid he, in the utmoſt ſurpriſe ? Theo- 
fa alſo perceived me, and gave 2a very loud ſhriek. 


f It 


ſüppoſing that he had not treated her with all the 
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It was in vain to to ſteal away. The only 
remedy I had, was to endeavour to _ * 
of pleaſantry, and to laugh at an incident to whi 
1 better a turn. I found your door 
open, ſaid I to Theofa, and not being able to 
get any reſt all the night long, imagined that 
bed was more favourable to fleep than mine. The 
ſcream which ſhe had given at firſt was owing to 
ſhame and confuſion ; but not being able to account 


 'for an action which was ſo inconſiſtent with the 


terms on which we lived together, ſhe now expreſs'd 
her doubts and concern by her filence. The Count 


on the other hand, who thought he at once com- 


prehended what he had not ſo much as ſuſpected be- 
fore, made excuſes for an indiſeretion with which 
he reproached himſelf as a crime; and aſſuring me 


| that he had too great a reſpect for me to interrupt 
my pleaſures, took his leave in terms by which I 


eahly perceived that he knew who I was. 


I was left alone with Theofa ; and found it im- 


poffible, notwithſtanding all my efforts, to maintain 
the chearful air which I had affeQed to aſſume, eſ- 
pecially as my uneaſineſs was increafed by hers. I 
ſaw no way to ſet matters right between us, but by 
making a frank confeſſion of the ſuſpicions which 

had of her conduẽt. And I was the rather tempted 
to do this, becauſe the promiſes. which the Count 
made as he came into the room, where anew ſubject 
of complaint, which I was very deſirous. to hear 
her explain. Tho? ſhe bluſhed very much at ſeeing 

me on her bed, yet ſhe turn'd quite pale as ſoon as 
ſhe: heard my reproaches. She interrupted me how- 
ever with a trembling air, to aſſure me that 1 
wrong'd her by my ſufpicions, and that nothing had 
paſſed between her and the Count which was in the 
leaſt repugnant to her avowed principles. So peremp- 


tory a denial heighten'd my reſentment even to in- 


dignation. 


! 


right to 
feet ? Have 
Ey in this City, in 
ner you ever 
f 
from 


* 


Ry Theſe bard names are a ſufficient demonſteation 


of the violence of my paſſion; ſince ſhe had never 
before heardany thing from me but proteſtations of 
| love and eſteem, or tender complaints, which con- 
vinced hex of my reſpect even when my pains re- 
proached her. She was accordingly in the utmoſt 
_ Eonſternation at this kind of treatinent ; 
ding a flood of tears, defired me to hear 
Had to ſay in her defence. I forced her to 
the anguiſh of my heart prevailing over 
with which her forrows inſpired me, I abated 
thing of the ſeverity of my voice and looks. 
granted 
reaſon 


After having again proteſted that ſhe had 
the Count nothing for which ſhe had any r 


to reproach herſelf, ſhe owned that he was in lov 


with her, and that ſhe found herſelf, by an altera- 
tion which ſhe could not account for, 

rep 'd in his favour. It is true, continued 4 
that I have ſtruggled leſs againſt my inclination for 
him than might perhaps have been expected, con- 
fidering the maxims 


r r a r 


upon which I have hitherto 
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ſhould appear, and be indeed the fame, to him as 2 


who never fwerved from the 
and virtue. He 


Coun 


tha 


ths of ho- 


pa 
generally reſides, he fays, 
is another reaſon for ſup- 
my misfortunes.: 


never hear of 


he took you for a Merchant, I hope I did 
to marry me ; I muſt 


wolſe in my mind, which I 


bim to Think that I was 
ed the, as he was this mor- 


rank, and was therefore de- 


= 


ppoſed that I ſhould approve of her 


But 
your 


informed of 


try, which 
t he will 
ask 


d more confident after this deckaration ;- 


and as , the ſu 
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that he only means to amuſe himſelf with and de- 
ceiveyou. If he is ignorant of it, and his preſent 
miſtake inclines him to marry you as my daughter, 
will not his defign vaniſh an 
am not your father? But you know this full well, 
continued I, giving way to the jealouſy which 
rey'd on my heart; you are not ſo filly as to be- 
mr 
not whom. He hit your fancy, you conſulted 
inclinations only, ana they prop ave cared yo 
much greater Jengths thas } 


me to treat you with reſpect and lenity. 
t be aſſured that I ſaw all, heard all, and no 
5 | body bs fond ene , woukl fhow 
ſo little diſdain and reſentment. 

It is eaſy to perceive the drift of this diſcourſe. 
Wanting to get intirely; rid of my doubts, ag 
ed to be fully informed of all the of my 
fears, in order to induce her to confeſs them. Her 
_ anſwers, however, were ſo clear and poſitive, and 

b the marks of her grief ſo artleſs, that I ſhou'd not 
. have retain'd the leaſt ſuſpicion of her ſincerity, 
could one ſafely depend on the defence of a woman 
whoſe wit is equal to her love. But it 122 
 - that ſubmit my cauſe to the judgment 

Readers, having other accuſations to bring = 

the ungrateful Fair 
Me ſpent all the reſt of the morning in diſcuſf- 
ons which afforded me no farther light as to this 
| matter. Being at laſt informed that dinner was rea- 
_ * —— 


end d „ 
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to betray her uneaſineſs. She retired to her chamber 
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wou'd behave in my preſence, and to hear what com- 
pliments I ſhou'd receive from the Count. T heofa's 


confuſion was undoubtedly equal to my impatience. 


But the Count not appearing at table, I was inform- 


ed by the company that he had taken his leave of e- 


body, and was an hour or two gone away in a 
Poſt Chaiſe. Tho? I was greatly ſurprized at this 
piece of news, yet I made no reſlections on his de- 
parture; and turning my eyes upon Theofa, per- 
ceived that ſhe did herſelf the utmoſt violence not 


as ſoon as dinner was over ; and I ſhou'd immedi- 
ately have followed her, had I not been detained 
the French Captain whom I mention'd before. 
was at firſt prudent enough not to take any notice 
who I was ; but as ſoon as I aroſe from table, he came 
and made me the compliments which he t t were 

my due. I did not then know by What means he 
Vid diſcovered my name. From his diſcourſe, how- 

ever, I ſoon learned not only what paſſed in the 

Garden, but the reaſons alſo of the Count's flight 


The Captain ſeem'd apprehenfive of having offended. 
me, and made his excuſes. Knowing nothing, 


ſaid he, of the character under which you your + 


the young Lady who is with you to appear in this 


City, 1 44 anſwer ed all the Count's queſtions. 
He mention d your daughter; and tho? I had not 


the honour of knowing your perſon, yet as I, as 
well as all France, knew that you never was marri- 


ed, I was imprudent enough to tell him that you bad 


none. He made me repeat this anſwer ſeveral times, 


and I perceived by ſome circumſtances that my in- 
diſcretion may have diſconcerted your meaſures. 


1 Ghote red ded we novennle 
of complaint, and that I meant nothing 
the trouble of ceremony by diſguiſing my name, or 
unn which I bad worn a 


but to avoid 


_ and inſult. The 
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And this I ſaid was the only reaſon of my 
to continue in my preſent obſcurity. I eaſily per- 


ceived the Count when he found that Theofa was not 


my daughter, took her for my Miſtreſs. The cir- 
cumftances in which he f me in her cham- 


ber, put this thought in his head ; and he concluded 
that the beſt method to extricate himſelf from his 


engagements, was to go away without ſeeing her. 

J hurtied back to Theofa's chamber, and had only 
a glimpſe of her heavineſs and forrows ; for ſhe en- 

2 the moment the ſaw me to aſſume a 


fame countenance, and asked me with a ſmile, * 


3 and Fe ee 
"it will hardly make him 


whitt Tout of a malicious pleaſure, which pro- 
ceeded no doubt from the F 
my heart, continued to 


the Count's paſſion, 
49 


ſpeak of his departure as the groſſeſt rudeneſs 
Captain of the Ship in which I came, 
telling me in the ev that he was diſpoſed to fail 
2 Taben only the next day to get 
ſelf ready. It was not — but a regard to 
Theofa, which made me with to ftay a day longer ; 
as 3 faw her efforts to hide ber unea- 
.* 1 whether it wou not 
fu 


pod hel pet wel ill we went on 
a ſoon 'as the hart loſt aff hopes of ever 


for 

finefs, I 
affect 
She 
board; 


recovering ; 
_ of Sn and making T heofa happy continued, yet pt; 
did I — 1 2 with which 


of this change, during 
We were hardly fix leagues 


ſeveral times of getting into 


_ creants, who reſolved to make 
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| ſeeing the C again, ſhe longer able 
Sn ber heart, but took to her bed, 


and never role from it till we landed at Marſeilles, 
T was as careful and tender of her as I ſhould have 


deen of the deareſt child or the moſt paſſionate Miſe 


treſs. But I cou d not ſee her in this languiſhing 
dition for another, without finding by experience 
will camp and extin- 


con- 


I had for ſeveral years been almoſt continually ſhak- 
en. I had leiſure to obſerve the ſeveral 
a calm which detain'd us 
eight dayzia the Gulf of Genoa, There is no in- 
ſtance of ſo a ſtillneſs of the air and waters. 
from land, and the fur- 
face of the Sea being ſo intirely motionleſs 2-6 
ect rooted us it were in the fame I 
t 


4 


. 
ir 


4 


Hl 


Theoſa and ſome of my attendaats, i 
to the ſhare. This wou'd have 


15 
i 
4 


terrible alarm which I was under from | 


: 
N 


; 
1 


of the Ship by the murder of 


F 
5 
: 
N 


f 
47 
11 


, and theee French — — and 
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that they ſhou'd meet with little reſiſtance from the 
deſign, regard to me m 
was to ſet won ſhore in fore 1 


0 him 
fame I - and 
= is door. 
T parts of 
WP their threats 
_ retinue with . 
Corſica, yet 

as the moſt 


more alſo. is 
Tho” my Valet de Chambre was terribly frigh- 
ten'd at this diſc 


ng us to filence, gave a feartul rela- 
angers with which we were threaten'd. 
The darkneſs of the night had hinder'd his knowing 
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all the Conſpirators, or being certain as to their num 
ber. Having however diſtinguiſhed the moſt muti- 
nous by their voices, he named ſome, and faid that 
there might perhaps be about tweive in all. As there 
are many known inſtances of my intrepidity, I 
ſhou'd not be juſtly chargeable with vanity, were I 
to boaſt of it on this occaſion. Eight Domeſtics whom 
L had with me, the Captain, the Lieutenant and my- 

ſelf were capable of making ſome defence. There 
| were beſides ſeveral Mariners of whoſe fidelity we had 


no ſuſpicion, and other Paſſengers who were as much 


concern'd as ourſelves to repel the inſults of a band of 
Pyrates. Our only difficulty being to aſſemble our 
forces, I took this task upon myſelf. I order d ſe- 
veral flambeauxs to be lighted, and having arm'd my- 
ſelf and all my Servants, and commanded them to 
follow me, went out of the Cabbin, join'd without 


any oppolition all thoſe from whom we hop'd for 


and tho” we 


aſſiſtance, and ſafely conducted them into the great 
Cabbin, where we put ourſelves in a condition to fear 
nothing *till the morning. Our Enemies in the 
mean time perceiving our motions, were in a much 
greater conſternation than we. They were neither ſo 
well armed nor fo numerous, and were greatly de- 
jected by fear, which is always the inſeperable com- 
panion of guilt. Imagining that they ſhou'd be at- 
tack d and overpower d in the morning, they took 
the only reſolution which cou'd fave them from pu- 
niſhment, and put it in execution immediately: 
And this was to throw the Long-boat overboard, and 
row to the neareſt ſhore. We perceived their defign ; 
might eaſily have diſpatched them while 
they were letting the boat into the Sea, or have killꝰd 
them with our muſquets after they were in it, yet I 
thought it moſt adviſeable to ſuffer them to eſcape. 


E2 It 


with whom I had contracted an 
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It was i to conceal this incident from Theo- 
fa. The noiſe and tumult threw her into a great con- 
ſternation; or ſhe made this affair a pretence perhaps for 
venting the paſſion which had prey d upon her heart, 
ever ſince we ſailed from Leghorn. Her languor ended 
in a fever, which was attended with very dangerous 
ſymptoms, and was not at all abated when we arri- 
ved at Marſeilles. Whatever reaſons I had to haſten 
to Paris, I did not care to expoſe her to the danger of 
travelling, nor to leave her to the care of Servants, 
in a City fo remote from the Capital. My aſſiduity 
and zeal in attending her were the ſame as they had 

been during the whole voyage, and I was every 
moment more and more convinced that it was no 
longer love but the pleaſure I had in ſceing and bear- 
ing her, my eſteem and the veneration of her cha- 
rater, and the benefits I had confer'd upon her, 
which render'd her dear and linked my affections to 
has as 8 ths dad bees mas no nate: | 
no more paſſionate nor the leaft com- 
—_— I faw her ſuifer for my 

5 
She recover'd gradually, after ſhe had been ſeveral 
times given over by the Phyſicians ; but her charms 
were a little impair'd by ſo long a diſorder. Tho”. 
the regularity and delicacy of her features were the 
ſame, yet ſhe had loſt ſome of the life of her com- 
plection, and the piercing vivacity and luſtre of her 
Y She was ſtill however one of the moſt amiable 
women in the world. Several perſons of diſtinction, 
intance during 
her illneſs, often viſited me merely for the fake of 
ſeeing her. Mr.deS...., a young Gentleman 
who was born to a large eſtate, did not diflemble 
his fondneſs for her. He talked of it at firſt in.a 
jeſting manner, but was ſoon ſeriouſly in love, and 
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ſought for an opportunity to acquaint her with his 
— 2 She was as inſenddle to him as ſhe had been 
to me, as if the Count only was ſo happy as to know 
the way to her heart. She even intreated me to deli- 
ver her from the importunities of her new Lover, and 
I promiſed to do her this piece of ſervice, without 
making any attempt in favour of myſelf. And in- 
deed my paſſion was ſo entirely extinguiſhed, that L 
| now felt no deſires but thoſe of a friend. 

What I declared to Mr. de S... concerning 
ber ſentiments was ſo far from having the effect upon 
him which ſhe expected, that he thought himſelf the 
more authoriſed to importune her by continual teſti- 
monies of his paſſion. He had been reftrain'd by an 
apprehenſion of my being his Rival. But when he 
was aſſured that I confined myſelf within the bounds 
of friendſhip, and oppoſed his inclinations only in 
eompliance with Theofa's deſire, he told me that his 
paſſion was too lively and vigorous to be extinguiſhed 
by her indifference, and that he ſhou'd at leaſt pre- 
ferve a Lover's hopes of gaining by affiduity and per- 


ſeverance what he cou'd not obtain by his own merit 


or the inclination of his Miſtreſs. I told him that all 
his efforts wou'd be to no purpoſe, but ke was not 
diſcouraged at this declaration; eſpecially when I a(- 
ſured him upon my honour that J had never been able 
to obtain any favour from her whici was in the leaſt 
_ repugnant to mcdeſty. As ſoon as ſhe was well 
enough to have any reliſh of pleaſure, he endeavour'd 
to diſſipate her melancholy by entertainments, balls, 
and conſerts. She was preſent at theſe amuſements 
rather out of complaifance than inclination, eſpeci- 
ally when ſhe found me not unwilling to be a ſharer 
in them. Mr. de 8. . . was the only fon of a Mer- 
on z and if a ſenſe of Theofa's merit inſpired him 
with a paſſion for her, I ſaw nothing improper in the 
deſire which I ſuppoted he had to marry her. As the 
E 3 proofs 
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proofs of her being Condoidi's d amounted al- 
molt to a certainty, I ſhou'd have made no difficulty 
of atteſting it, notwithſtanding his obſtinacy in re- 
fuſing to own her. Mr. de S.. . . however, tho' 
he ſometimes talk'd with me about his paſſion, never 
mention'd the word marriage. In vain did I endea- 
your to lead him to do it by ſome reflections, which 
ſhou' d at leaſt have informed him that I ſhou'd not 
approve of his paſſion on any other terms, As I did 
not find him at all inclined to enter upon this ſubject, 
I refolved to tell him very plainly what were my 
views in favouring his addreſſes. Thus did I, by a 
very ftrange alteration in my conduct, endeavour to 
inſure Theofa's conqueits, and to part with her for 
ever by marrying her to another. Her intereſt was 
the firſt motive of my acting in this manner; and I 
conſider'd alfo that my taking her to Paris wou'd be 
apt to raiſe ſuſpicions to my prejudice: For tho' I was 
not yet of an age in which love becomes indecent 
and prepoſterous, yet had I views of fortune which 
were very inconſiſtent with an engagement of this 
LITE a 
I cxplain'd myſelf with great freedem to Mr. de 
S8. . ., and he anſwer'd me with equal frankneſs. 
I love T'i:cofa, ſaid he, ani am very deſirous to make 
her my wife; but I have a thouſand reaſons to fear 
that this match wou'd not be agreeable to my father 
and other relations, whom I wou'd not willingly run 
the riſk of diſobliging. I am however of age, and 
ſhou'd be glad to marry her privately on any condi- 
tions you pleaſe. I cou'd by no means approve of 
this propoſal: For thongh it ſecur'd the main point 
which I aim'd at, yet it was beneath my character 
to promote a clandeſtine marriage. And then, as it 
wou'd probably one time or other occaſion a breach 
between Mr. 9. . and his relations, T heofa cou'd 


expect no great happineſs from it. I ſhow d * 
5 ore 
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fore ſome reſentment at his making this propoſition, 
and aſſured him that ſhe would never agree to it. 
As I did not yet know Theofa's inclinations, I 
was willing to conſult them, and to tell her what 
advantages were offer'd her by love, I was not at 
all ſurpriſed at her rejecting the hand and heart of 
Mr. de S.. . . ; but when I urged all the arguments 
which ſhe herſelf had made uſe of in favour of a ſettle- 
ment which would prevent reproaches and efface 
even her own ideas of her paſt life, and ſhe told me 
that ſhe was averſe from marriage; I cou'd not help 
upbraiding her with having impoſed upon me, when 
ſhe proteſted, with ſo much ſeeming fincerity, that 
this was the only thing which inclined her to liften . 
to the Count's addreſſes. She was greatly perplex'd 
dy this objection; but endeavouring to get clear of it 
by an air of innocence and candour which had al- 
ways ſucceeded with me, ſhe conjured me not to miſ- 
conſtrue her ſentiments, or rather not to paſ: too 
ſevere a cenſure on her weakneſs and folly. And 
reminding me of my promiſes, ſhe call'd Heaven to 
witneſs, notwithſtanding any irregularities which I 
might have obſerved in her conduct, that all the hap- 
pineſs which ſhe hoped for or deſired, was to continue 
to live with me. | l 
T thank'd her for her good opinion of me, and gave 
her freſh aſſurances that I wou'd punctually perform 
all my engagements. As her health was daily more - 
and more confirm'd, we ſoon ſet out from Marſeilles. 
Mr. de 8. . . in vain endeavour d to detain us by 

his intreaties, which he often urged with tears in his 
eyes. He received from Theofa's own mouth the 

ſentence which condemn'd him to ſtifle his paſſion. 
Some affairs however of his father furniſhed him with 
a pretence to accompany us as far as Lyons. - And 
when he was conſtrain'd to take his leave, he told 
me in a whiſper, that he defign'd „ to 
le: aris, 


7 


E 4 
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Paris, where he ſhou'd be more at liberty to diſpoſe 
of himſelf as he pleaſed. I was always perſuaded that 
be had privately endeavour'd to obtain the conſent of 
his family, and that his father's refuſal was the only 
reaſon of his propoſing a clandeſtine mar | 

A continual hurry of buſineſs which I was in for a 
long while, did not now permit me to obſerve all 


7 454 conduct fo carefully as I had hitherto done. 


lodg'd her in my own houſe, treated her with the 
fame reſpect which I had formerly done, and granted 
her all the priviledges which ſhe had enjoy'd at Oru. 
Various were the opinions which my friends form'd, 

when they ſaw me arrive at Paris with this beautiful 
Greek. Some thought me not ſincere in my account 
of the bright parts of her Story; and as Ialways took 
care to conceal the dark ones, they look d on my 
_ Eulogiums on her principles and conduct, as the exag- 
of a Lover. Others when they were bet- 
ter acquainted with her and found that ſhe really 
poſſeſs d all the merit which I aſcribed to her, con 
| Cluded that her perfections were an argument 'of my 
love, and that 1 cou*d have no other motive to bring 

fo young and beatiful a perſon from Turky. Thus 
all agreed, as I had foreſeen, to think me more fami- 
liar with her than I really was; and the multiplicity 


and diftraQtion of my affairs, which obliged me ſome= 


times to paſs two or three days without ſeeing her, 
cou'd not induce them to alter their opinion. The 
concluſions of the Public were much more various 
and fantaſtical. It was at firſt ſaid that ſhe was a 
Slave whom I had purchaſed in Turky, that I was 
in love with her, and had ſpared no coſt nor pains in 
her education. This conjecture was not intirely 
without foundation. But it was added, and I myſelf 
was informed in the Tuilleries by ſeveral . 
bo did not know me, that the Grand fall- 


ing in love with my Slave on the miracles which. 
were. 
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were told him of her beauty, ſent and demanded her 
of me, and that this was the grounds of all my diſ- 

putes at Conftantinople. And tho' Theofa itill ap- 
pear d very amiable, yet as the Inftre of her charms 
was ſomewhat eclipſed by her late ilineſs, ſhe did not 
fully anſwer the idea of a woman who had raifed fo 
much admiration. It was pretended therefore that 
I had diminifh'd her beauty by a liquid which I had 
— on purpoſe, in order to avoid the tortures of 
Others affirm'd that I ſtole her out of a 
ww 4 and that this raſh action was the cauſe of 
my being recall C. 
F.ables of this kind gave me no uneafineſs, and I 
was always the firſt to laugh at them. All who vi- 
| fited me ſoon conceived a very advantageous opinion 
of Theofa, and ſhe was not long without a croud of 
Admirers. As it would I thought be heard for her 
do reſiſt the conſtant importunities of a gay nobility, 
I gave her ſonie neceſſary precautions with regard to 
ber behaviour. The Count de M—— was a proof 
of her not being inſenſible to a graceful manner and 
She was conſtantly in danger at Paris; and 


if I was no longer prompted by love to prevent her 
engaging in an amour, yet my reputation obliged 
me not to ſuſfer any irregular correſpondence in my 
houſe. -' She heard my counfels with ber uſual thank- 
fulneſs and Fer taſte for reading continu- 
ed, and ſhe diſcover'd evena new greedineſs of know- 
ledge. She did perhaps out of vanity what I had hi- 
therto attributed only to a defire of adorning her 
heart and mind. But whether I did not obſerve her 
narrowly enough to ſee thro' her conduct, or whe- 
ther ſhe had art enough to diſguiſe it, I perceived no- 
thing in her behaviour which merited cenſure till the 
_ arrival of Mr. de S. . , who inſpired me with 
5 — waned I IT have cal credited. 
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Aſter he had paſt ſeveral weeks at Paris, and been 
frequently at my houſe, where I treated him with 
great civility, he one day took me afide and com- 
plain'd bitterly of Theofa, I told you the deſign of 
my journey, faid he, at Lyons, but the caſe is fince 
very much alter'd. I flatter'd myſelf that the cold- 

_ neſs of my Miſtreſs was the only difficulty which I 
had to furmount ; but I find that ſhe has ſeveral pro- 
fefs'd Adinirers, and have a thouſand reaſons to think 
that ſhe does not behold them all with equal indiffer- 
ence. I am particularly driven to deſpair by the re- 
gird which ſhe ſhows for Mr de R... and the 
young Count of... . , who ſeem the moſt zealous 
in their endeavours to pleaſe her. She does not indeed 
receive their viſits at your houſe ; but this very excep- 
tion gives me the more uneaſineſs, becauſe I am per- 
juaded that ſhe makes this difference between them 
and innumerable others, only becauſe ſhe is prepoſ- 
ſeſs' d in their favour. And yet how can believe that 
ſhe loves two at a time? This is a myftery which I 
ſtill want to clear up. Having watched her to Church, 
the Play-houſes, and all places of public reſort, I have 
conſtantly found her attended by theſe two trouble- 
ſome Rivals; and the ſatisfaction which ſhe takes in 
their company, ſufficiently betrays her inelinations. 
He added nothing to make me carry, my. ſuſpicions 
_ farther, and the requeſt which he joined to his com- 
plaints was an argument to induce me to diſregard 
them. He conjured me to let him know plainly 


' what he had to hope for, and not to ſuffer ſo honour- | 


able a paſſion as his to be rejected with marke of dif 
I promiſed him not only to eſpouſe his cauſe with 
the greateſt zeal, but to dive alſo into the bottom of 
an intrigue of which I never had the leaſt ſuſpicion 
before. I had appointed a widow Gentlewoman to 
de Theofa's companion, whoſe age ſeem'd to be a 
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ſufficient ſecurity againſt the follies of youth ; and 
had my confidence in the prudence of the young 
Greek been leſs than it was, yet ſhou'd I have thought 
myſelf very ſaſe in the inſtructions and example of 
ſo diſcreet a Governeſs. They were never aſunder, 
and I was' pleaſed to find that they entertain'd a 
friendſhip for each other. I told her ſome of the ac- 
cuſations which were alledged againſt her; for as Mr. 

de S... had own'd that he had never ſeen Theofa 
alone, one cou'd not be innocent and the other guil- 
y. The Governeſs heard my reproaches with fo 
little concern that I immediately attributed the un- 
eaſineſs of Mr. de S... to his jealouſy. She named 
the author of my ſuſpicions. He is diffatisfied, ſaid 
ſhe, with the return which Theofa makes to his paſ- 
ſion, and is continually teizing her with his viſits 
and letters, We cou'd not help laughing at fo trou- 
bleſome a fondneſs, and his reſentment no doubt has 
made him complain to” you. As to the crimes of 
which he accuſes us, you know them already, added 
ſhe ; for it was in purſuance of your orders that 1 
have endeavour'd to amuſe Theofa. Our diverſions 
were only the uſual ones of people of faſhion ; 
and if the two Rivals who have ſo much alarmed 


Mr. de 8. ., were ſometimes admitted to walk 


with us or to any other innocent freedoms of the like 
kind, it was not by way of diſtinction, or to give 
them 2 opportunities of which they might make 
an ill uſe. : 

This anſwer made me perfectly eaſy, and the only 
conſolation which I offer'd Mr. de S.... was to ex- 
hort him to merit Theofa's affection, for whoſe in- 
nocence and prudence I cou'd venture to paſs my 


word. His ſuſpicions, however, were not intirely 
_ groundleſs. My ſage Governeſs, though ſhe was 
not capable of encouraging or winking at a criminal 
correſpondence, was fo much blinded by her vanity” 

1 2s 
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2s to become the jeſt and paſtime of our two Gal- 
lants, one of whom bad undertaken, in order to ſerve 
His friend, to nd to be in love with a woman 
e Her eyes being on- 

open to the courtſhip which was paid to berſelf, 
Nie took no note of what paſt with regard to her 
Companion; and her credulity was ſo great as to 
make her think Theofa exceedingly happy in comi 
in for a ſhare of the gallantries, of which ſhe ok 
own charms as the only 


ho at laſt diſcovered it, ns ny other 
t that of my own eyes wou 
ws lee i 
» when my affairs and diſorders luckily 
to give me ſome reſpite, Mr. de S. .. . con- 
to go a with him, in order to be a wit- 


ln 
2 bl 


wou 'd ever have 


* 


it to his com 1 He had by his diligence 
diiſcover d that T heofa and the old Lady were en- 
_ gaged to take a walk, and r a 


even the place and all the circumſtances of their en- 
tertainment; and what provoked er 


Clou, fally reſolved cre toe conduttd — 
and to load our two Ladies with reproaches, from 


which the innocence of their intentions ought not to 2 
| Exempt them. They and their Gallants were there 
before us, m__y ow wo 


open place, where we did not think it neceſſary to 


follow them. Mr. de 8. © © took care to chuſe a fi- | 


OT ICED teſtimony of Me 
w 


of a ſcene which weu'd make me give more 


collation in the Gardens of St. Clou. He had learnt 


nee 
end of the Garden, we went thither by ſeveral bye 
ways, and took our ſtation very commodiouſly behind 
an efjalier at © few yards diſtance. 
14 4 thither in a little while after us, and 
where guilty of nothing unſeemly as they came a- 
long ; but were very full of toying and foolery as 
Joon as they had taken their ſeats on the graſs. The 
5 Widow el ks the Farce, and I preſently perceived 
and careſſes of our two Gallants 
inn * beforehand.. After they had 
compliments on her 
beauty and compared her to the Nymphs and Graces, 
they deck'd her with herbs and flowers, and were 
aſtoniſhed at the luſtre which her charms received 
from ſuch prepoſterous ornaments. She was highly 
delighted wa this drollery, and taking an indirect 


method to ſhow her fatisfation, commended the wit 


and humour of all they faid and did. What reflecti- 
ons did I not make on the folly of a woman who 
forgets her age and deformity ! I thought my old Go- 
verneſs ſo juſtly puniſhed, that I ſhou'd have been di- 
3 had there been no body there 


for whom I was more nearly concerned. But I'ob- 


ſerved that the Count was very ſerious between the 
interludes of this Farce, and that he took all oppor- 
tunities of words to T heofa which did not 

reach us. Mr. de S.. . . burnt with rage and indig- 
— His agitations were fo violent that I often 
that the noiſe of them wou'd betray us. 
He wou'd ſeveral times have ruſh'd out and inter- 
rupted a Comedy which went to his very heart, had 


I not detain'd him by force; and I had the | 
difficulty in the world to do it, when he ſaw the 
1 bow down his head even to the ground, in 


order 
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order to ſteal a kiſs from one of Theofa's hands, which 
ſhe ſeem'd in no great hurry to draw from his lips. 

T Their collation was very 

ny 1 * _ aq mirth was enliven'd with mer- 

ry ies wit and pleaſantry. Tho” 

might not drink to exceſs, yet they tafted a ——_ 
of wines, and did not want much courting to take 


their glaſſes in their turn. In ſhort, tho nothing 


paſſed which was abſolutely criminal and immodeſt, 
yet I aw enough to make me very uneaſy, and re- 
_ ſolved ſpeedily to ſhow my reſentment of their con- 
duct. I determined however to take no notice of the 
affair till we came to Paris, and ſuppoſing that the 
Ladies were ready to go back to their coach, was in 


ſome perplexity how to return to ours without being 


ſeen; when Mr. de. .. taking the Widow by the 


Count were going to follov7 their companions, I de- 
figned only to obſerve them at a diſtance, but ſeeing 
them take a quite different route, the evil a 


to be preſſing, and I wanted no farther proofs of her 


levity, nor any of Mr. de S. . . s inftigations to fly to 
her relief. Having made him promiſe to keep his 


temper, I went in purſuit of the Lovers; and when 


I had overtaken them, I pretended that I came to 
Saint Clou for the ſake of walking in the Gardens, 
and that I had juſt been informed of their collation, 
and where I might expect to find them. They were 


ſo confounded, notwithſtanding the eaſy and chear- 


ful air which J affected to aſſume, that they were a 
long while filent, before they recover'd themſelves 
enough to offer us the fragments of their entertain- 


I was little inclined to accept of them; and think- 


ing of nothing but how to break eff ſo dangerous an 


and laſted a 


hand, lead her into a cloſe walk, which was by no 
means the way to the gate at which they muſt ne- 
<ceſlarily go out. Imagining that Theofa and the 
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intrigue, I told the Ladies that I had ſome affairs to 
communicate tothem which obliged me to defire a 
place in their coach. Theſe Gentlemen, added I, 
did not to be ſure come hither without their equipage, 
or if they did, mine is at their ſervice. Mr. de 
had order'd his to follow him. We went away di- 
realy, and the two Lovers had the mortification to 


ſee their places ſupplied by me and Mr. de 8 
As it wou'd have been too ſevere to have repri- 


manded the Ladies for their indiſcretion before a 


Stranger, I poſtponed my lectures till our arrival at 
Paris. But looking upon the Widow as ſhe ſate o- 
ver againſt me, I cou'd not help ſmiling at the fi- 
gure ſhe had made, nor forbear making her ſome 
compliments upon her charms, in the ſame ſtrain as 
thoſe which ſhe had heard in the Gardens. I per- 
ceived that her head was ſo much turned that ſhe 
really thought me ſincere. A malicious ſmile ap- 
pear d inthe face of Theofa, but I ſhou'd I thought 
quickly ſpoil her mirth. She took care, however, 
in the mean time to deprive Mr. deS.... of all 
his hopes at once. Whether ſhe ſuſpected the de- 


fign which brought us to Saint Clou, and that he was 
the authar of it; or whether ſhe was really averſe 


from his paſſion, which was indeed ſometimes trou- 
- bleſome and impertinent ; ſhe took the opportunity 
as he handed her out of the coach, to deſire him ne- 
ver to trouble her more with viſits which had al- 
ways been diſagreeable to her, and which ſhe was 
fully determined never to admit of again: Aſſuring 
him at the ſametime that he was to look upon this 

as à final anſwer, and a laſt farewel Mr. deS... 
was in ſo great a conſternation at what ſhe ſaid, that 
he had e 22 
An - He addreſs'd his complaints to me; and 
_—_ by them, as this conduct of 
Tbeoſa \as lo direfly oppo tothe natural Cer: 
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wou'd have been guilty of it, had ſhe not been hur- 
_ ried on by ſome violent paſſion in tavour of another. 


I was more charmed with the ſincerity of Mr. de 


8... than with his perſon or eſtate; and aſſuring 
him of my friendſhip, endeavour'd to comfort him 
by all the arguments which are the uſual reſſource of 
unſucceſsful Lovers, Viſit me, ſaid I, as often as 

u pleaſe. Tho” I ſhall not offer any violence to 
RA. 's inclinations, yet I'Il take care to convince 
her of her folly in lighting your paſſion; and if 
ſhe entertains any irregular deſires, ſhall ſoon witl.— 


out doubt be able to A ann 2 her a- 


| ſhamed of tbem. 
my 1 health, I had ſeldom 


enjoy d the pleaſure of eating or converſing with my 


family. But the concern. which carried me to Saint 


Clou, did not permit me to let the night paſs without | | 


opening my heart to Theofa. As cuſtom. and fami- 


liarity had long ſince baniſh'd all troubleſome cere- 


monies between us, I took the li of going into- 
her chamber about the time that I was tald that ſhe 
. defigned to retire to it, and own'd as ſoon as I faw 
her that the occaſion of my coming was ſerious 


and extraordinary. I knew not whether mi- 


2 viſit, but obſerved that her 


I enter'd immediately upon the ſubpoet of my com- 
glai You know, ſaid 1, the great neal which 
you have diſcover d for living with me, and that you 


tirement was the motive of it. Don't 
— PIE tan 


neſs of her temper, that I cou'd not ſuppoſe that ſhe 


ede een ww pw 


| She heard me however with 


a thouſand times told me that a love of virtue and re 
you find them 
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n to your principles, 
„ 2898 oppoſi = — 
ſo te to 
ve with Mr. 32 My 
ion for you wou y impute any errors 
2 1 acquainted with our 
and Ily of a guide who forgets 
them. But what can I ſay of this * * 
great inti with. two ng men whoſe way 
— from yours? This diſre- 
gard of common — me an uneaſineſs 
which can no longer 
I turn'd away my eyes, in order to give her time 
to think of an anſwer; but ſhe did not make me 
J perceive, ſaid ſhe, the whole extent 
your ſuſpicions, and the weakneſs which. I diſco- 
ver'd at Leghorn is a ſufficient juſtification of them. - 
22 do me a great injury, if you ſuppoſe 
| ever ſwerved a moment from the 
virtue, either at Saint Clou or at other places where 
you may have ſeen me. You have a thouſand times 
told me, continued ſhe, and I daily read the ſame 
things in the Books which yau put into my hands, 
that we.ought to bear with the weakneſs and follies 
of others, to be ſociable with thoſe with whom we 
— and to look with indulgence on the failings 
and paſſions of our friends. Iact according to your 
inſtructions, and to the maxims of the authors 
which you direct me to read. Looking very ear- 
neſtly upon me, I know you well, added ſhe, and 
that I run no riſk in truſting you with a ſecret. She 
whom you have given me for a Companion has 
ſome failings, but I have all the reaſons in the world. 
to wink at them. She is your Friend, and my 
Guide and Governeſs: Was it not my duty to 
| ea SES 
Le than this wou'd have been ſufficient to have 
| ſlenced 


15 


2 


revive again, and imagined that I ſaw her virtues 


Theofa in my eyes ſtill poſſeſs'd the all conquering 


ſions on my heart. Her great goodneſs and pru- 
dence in humouring and concealing the frailties of 
her Governeſs, difturbed ſome fleeping embers of a 


= flame which 1 thought intirely extinguiſh'd, or 
ſuppoſed at leaſt that a continued feries of diforders, | 
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I 


filenced my 1 
ſo free of them, and 
of this myſtery. The 
Theofa; Mr. de. 


repented of having been 
t I faw into the bottom 


pretended to be in love with 


the Widow, in order to ſerve his friend; and 
Theofa liften'd to the courtſhip of the Count out of 


complaiſance to her Governeſs. What an heap of 
illuftons! I felt all my reſpect and eſteem for Theofa 


and perfections ſhine with all their former glory 


and brightneſs. My infirmities made me credulous, 
. and I embraced her with great tenderneſs. You 


have juſt grounds, ſaid I, to complain of me for 


giving yon ſo blind a guide. I myſelf have been a 


witneſs of her unparallePd extravagance and folly, 
which muſt neceſſarily have been a perpetual con- 


ſtraint and uneaſineſs to you. I only wanted to be 


_ fatisfied of your diſpoſitions, to do you all the ju - 


ſtice you deſerve. To morrow you ſhall be free 


from this troubleſome Governeſs, and I'll endea- 
vour to find you a more ſuitable Companion. 


It was late. I was in my night gown, and 


charms which had formerly made ſuch deep impreſ- 


and the maturity of my judgment, . would never 


ſuffer it to break out again. I was, however, in I! 


too weak a condition to feel my former turbulent 


defires ; but my jealouſy, which of all the foibles | 
of tove was vhs which leaſt became me, | 
raged again with the ſame nne 
ple. As ſoon as I was in bed 


how it had been poſſible for 


n 
me to wax cool and 1 


nt was in love with 
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indifferent with regard to ſo charming an. object, 
and to be ſorry that I had made no better an uſe 
of all my opportunities of winning her affections. 
Have I brought her into France, faid I, that ſome 
other bold Adventurer may reap the fruits which I 


mint infalliby have obtain'dby a little more aſſiduity 
and zeal. In ſhort, if my ſenſes were not as mu- 


tinous now as formerly, they were as much ſo as 


my ill health would allow them to be. 


In this condition, I was not very unreaſonable 
with regard to the favours which I deſired of Theo- 


fa. To be frequently in my chamber, to which 
my pains and diſeaſes ſometimes confined me in my 


bed for whole weeks together, was the only one 

which I propoſed to aſk. The Lady whom I de- 
ſign'd for her new companion, had good nature and 
prudence enough to confine herſelf to the company 


| of a Valetudinarian, without any apparent con- 
ſtraint or reluctance. The pleaſure which the very 


idea of this ſcheme gave me, compoſed me to reſt, 


and I flept very quietly all the remainder of the 


night. But the next morning Theofa deſiring leave 
to wait on me in my chamber, made a propoſition 
which diſconcerted all my meaſures. She was fo af- 


| fected with my reproaches or ſo piqued about the 


adventure of Saint Clou, that ſhe was quite out of 
humour with all her diverſions and her preſent way 
of life, and deſired my permiſſion to retire to a Con- 
vent, As the pleaſure of your company, faid ſhe 


in a very obliging manner, was the only motive of 


my deſiring to live with you, and as I am con- 
tinually deprived of that by your ill health, what 


|  bufineſs have I in the noiſe and hurry of ſuch a City 


as Paris? I am perpetually wearied with the flat- 
teries and importunities of men, and have no reliſh 
of any of their faſhionable amuſements. I deſign 


9 therefore to lead the ſame ſort of life which I did at 


Oru, 
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Oru, and of all the places which I have ſeen in this 
part of the world, I know none that is ſo ſuitable to 
my inclinations as a Cloifter, 

As an explication of my deſign was the beſt an- 
ſwer which I cou'd make to this requeſt, I told her 
that ſhe ſhou'd find in my houſe all the advantages 
which ſhe hoped for in a yy — I ſhall, ſaid I, 
be greatly charm'd with having you perpetually near 


me, and to ſee you employ yourfelf in my apart- 


ment in reading, painting, chatting and — 
yourſelf with your new Companion. In ſhort, 


| offer'd her full liberty to purſue all the amuſements 


which ſhe ſeem'd to wiſh for, I did not at all doubt 
but that ſhe wou'd readily embrace my propoſal. 
But inſiſting upon her reſolution of retiring to a 
Convent, ſhe renew'd her intreaties to obtain my 


_ conſent. The pleaſure of my company, of which 
the had told me that ſhe was deprived by my con- 


tinual infirmities, was I thought the firſt thing 
which wou'd affect her, and nothing ſurpriſed me 2 


much as to obſerve that this was a motive which ſne 
_ feem'd to have intirely forgotten. I took care, ho w- 
ever, to remind her of it; but ſhe only made me 
ſome compliments and excuſes, and — continued 


to ſpeak of a Cloiſter as the only place which cou'd 


for the future have any charm for her. I was ſo 
much mortified and provoked by her indifference, 


that I told her with ſome warmth that I did not ap- 
prove her ſcheme, and abſolutely inſiſted, if ſhe 
had not loſt all regard for me, on her none an 
tioning it more. I at the fame time order d the 


_ perſon whom I deſigned for her Companion to be fent | 
for, having informed her of the affair the = be- a 


fore by a letter. She was the widow of a 


fon which he hoped for ſeveral advantages. She 
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lived in the neighbourhood, and came immediately. 
I gave her a more particular account of the ſervices 
which I expected from her, and let her know ſhe 
wou'd greatly oblige me by making herſelf agreeable 
to her Companion. Theofa ſubmitted to my de- 
fires without repining, and they ſoon contracted a 
friendſhip for each other. 

The — converſation of my dear Greek 
was the only charm I uſed to ſooth the anguiſh of 
"my pains. I took nothing from any other hand. I 1 
ſpoke but to her, nor heeded ought but her anſwers. 


| In the moſt cruel attacks of a malady to which I 


was condemn'd for the reſt of my life, I received 


| ſome comfort from the leaſt of her tender cares, 
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and found my tortures ſometimes interrupted by 
| delightful intervals of pleaſure. She ſeem'd con- 
 cern'd at my fituation, and never to be weary of 
attending me. But I obliged her however, tho I 
often found it very difficult to prevailon her to leave 
me to ſpend ſome hours every day at places of pub- 
lic amuſement, or in walking with her Companion. 
She was never long abſent, nor ever thought that ſhe 


cou'd return too ſoon. Her former Governeſs, 


| who was diſguſted at being diſc from her 
j| Otfce, diſturbed this — * — by ra 
ſuſpicions in wy aye which I have never been able 
| to clear up. hether they were well grounded or 
| OS for to him I now ab- 
ſolutely ſubmit my own cauſe, and all the dark and 
doubtful parts of Theofa's character and conduct. 
Her late Governeſs was very free and unreſerved 
in her accuſations. After bewailing the unhappy 
ſituation which hinder d me from obſerving what 
paiſed in my houſe, ſhe told me very plainly that 
the Count of . . . . viſited Theofa continually, 
| and that he had lately prevailed on her to return his 
pathon, tho he had never been 2 
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it while ſhe was under her care. And the added 

before ſhe gave me time to recover from my ſur- 

priſe, that Go two Lovers had continual interviews 

in Theofa's apartment, and that ſhe evidently re- 

13 22 
me. 

At the time of her doing me this ill office, Theo- 
fa was luckily abſent. I d not have been able 
to have concealed the violent ſhock it gave me, 
and affairs of this nature are not unravel'd and 
cleared up without the utmoſt and precauti- 
on. My firſt reflections, — * favourable 
to Thecla. I recollected all her ſteps, ſince ſhe 
had conſented to live in my almoſt per- 
petually. Excepting the time which I obliged her 
to ſpend in exerciſe or diverſions, ſhe was hardly 
ever a quarter of an hour together out of my 


chamber. And did ſhe grant fo little a while to | 


love? Or was her paffion always capable of the 
ſame moderation? She never left me *till it was 
very late in the night, and her looks and fpirits in 
the morning were always freſh and lively. And 
were theſe any ſymptoms of having paſſed her hours 


of abſence in the arms of a paſhonate Lover? And 


then was not her prudence, her modefty and chear- 
tulneſs the ſame? In ſhort, I knew the levity and 
imprudence of her Accuſer, and did not doubt but 
that ſhe was ſufficiently mortified at the diſpleaſure 
which I had ſhow'd at her conduct, to endeavour 
to revenge herſelf upon me, Theofa, or the perſon 
_ whom I had ſubſtituted in her room. 
As ſhe continued to live in my family, and = 
vas very deſirous that ſhe ſhould not communicate 
this affair to any body elſe ; I told her that imputa 


tions of this einn mem as owe: | | 


till they had been confirmed by unqueſtionable 


 prooks, and that they ſhould by all means be kept 
ſecret, 
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were not intirely credited, and I obſerved an heat 


and rancour in them, which could not proceed 


from a deſire of obliging me 


| The Conſtraint in which theſe doubts obliged me 


to live with Theofa, made me think two days an 
age of pain and torture. The third night, about 


me in a whiſper, that I might now ſurpriſe her in 


the company of her Gallant. I made her ſeveral, 


times repeat what I could not eafily credit, but ſhe 


| was ſo circumſtantial in her relation that I could not 
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oppreſt with all my 


uſual load of diſorders, found ſome difficulty to riſe. 
| The precautions which I was obliged to uſe to 


conceal my ſuſpicions from my Servants took up 


ſome time, and my reluctance and fears occaſioned 
ſome farther delay. I reſolved, however, to go to 
'Theofa's apartment. We had only one candle, 
and that Madam de. . . carried herſelf. It went 


out before we came to the door, and ſome time 


was ſpent in lighting it again. I fear, ſaid my 
guide as ſoon as the returned, that the Count has 


taker! this 


ty to efcape. And yet the 


door, added ſhe, could not be open'd and ſhut again 
without ſome noiſe. I trembled and was in great 
| confuſion. We rapped at the door of her anti- 


half an hour after Theofa had left me to retire to 
| reſt, her Accuſer came into my chamber and told 


| 
| 
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chamber, and after we had waited a few moments 


it was open'd by Theofa's woman, who was greatly 


to ſee me there at fo late an hour. 

Is ſhe alone? Is ſhe in bed? And ſeveral others 
of the like kind were the fi eftions whi 

_ aſked with the utmoſt | 

Her Accuſer would have ruſt\'d 

chamber, but I detain'd her. 

door, faid I, is it impoſſible 
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- She appeared in a very thin night gown, 
it required no long time to flip on; and I was 
at all ſurpriſed to ſee a light in her chamber, 


I knew that ſheuſually had one. But then ſhe was up, | 


and I had been aſſured thatſhe was aſleep. 
confuſion and fears were I thought too great to be 
_ tributed only to her ſurpriſe at ſeeing me there. 
prepoſſeſs d by the imputations of 


as I was pr 


at- 


thing 
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ber Accuſer, the leaſt diſorders which I ſaw in her 
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nued to obſerve every thing which might ſerve to 
clear up my ſuſpicions. Her chamber was ſo little 


incumber' d that nothing cou'd be hid from my 


view. I ſearched her cloſet, and peep'd under her 
bed. And in ſhort, having-examined every place 
that look'd the leaſt ſuſpicious, I retired without 
ſaying another word, tho? 'Theofa during the ſur- 
priſe of this ſcene had aſked me ſeveral queſtions 
concerning the occaſion of it. If I was tortured 
with indignation and reſentment when TI came, a 


fear of having injured the beautiful Theofa aflict- 


ed me as much at my return. The Informer had 
remain'd all this while as a in the Anti- 
chamber. Come along, faid I, in an angry tone ; 
your groundleſs ſuſpicions have cover'd me with 


grief and ſhame. She ſeem'd to be in as great a 


conſternation as I, and proteſted as ſhe went along 
that the Count muſt certainly have made his 
eſcape, ſince ſhe was very poſitive that ſhe ſaw 


bim come up ſtairs and go into Theofa's apart- 


Having no reaſon to diſcredit the teſtimony of a 


woman whom I thought incapable of telling an 


untruth, or that of my own eyes which had diſ- 


| cover'd nothin g in Theofa's chamber, I was quite 


oppreſt with confuſion and terror, and reſolved to 


go immediately to bed, in order to recover myſelf 


rom the cruel ſhock which theſe doubts and diſ- 


appointments had given me. But the remem- 
| brance of the terrible diſorder in which I left 


Theofa, and a thouſand pleas which my heart 
e in her favour, induced me to ſend one of 


my ſervants to intreat her to be uneaſy, I re- 


proached myſelf with my ſilence, ſuppoſing that 


| ſhe might draw unlucky concluſions from it : And 
if ſhe was innocent, what impreſſions might they 
not make on her heart and mind? My fervant 
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told me that ſhe was all bath'd in tears, and that 
ſighs, and complaints of the wretchedneſs of her 
condition, were the only anſwer which ſhe return- 
ed to the compliment I made her. I was fo af- 
fected with her ſorrows, that I ſhou'd immediate- 
ly have went back with a view of relieving them, 
had I liſten'd only to pity ; but the doubts which 
perplexed my mind, or rather the almoſt indubi- 
table proofs which deprived me of all hopes of 


wou'd or not, and made me the victim all the 
night long of grief and deſpair. 5 

I reſolved to viſit her in the morning, as well 
| Her a confeſſion of the diſorders of which ſhe was 
accuſed. The knowledge which a long familiari-» | 
ty with her had given me of her temper, made | 


finding her innocent, detain'd me, whether I 


me hope that I ſhou'd ſoon be able to find out the 


truth; and if I ſhow'd be oblig'd to withdraw my 
| I deſigned at leaſt to hide her errors and 
diſgrace from the perſon who had accuſed her. I 
had the fame view in being filent during the 
ſearches which I made in the evening. I did not 
care to be reproached with wilful blindneſs, and 
| ſhou'd not have ſpared Theofa, had I been fo un- 
happy as to have found her with the Count ; but 
my fears having been always balanced by ſome re- 
mains of hope, I reſolved to embrace all oppor- | 
tunities to induce her Governeſs to diſmiſs her 

ſuſpicions ; and nothing ſurpriſed me ſo much as 


to hear her inſiſt on the evidence of her own eyes, | 


when I was going to upbraid her with not having 
_ ſufficient grounds for her accuſations. 


I was getting ready to go to Theofa, when I 


was told that ſhe was coming into my apartment, 
and was pleaſed with her making the firſt ad- 
vances. The*care which ſhe had taken to 2 
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poſe her countenance, did not hinder me from 
obſerving the traces of her tears. Her eyes were 


dejected, and the did not venture for ſome time 
to turn them upon me. How, Theofa! ſaid I, 


has it been poſſible for you to forget your virtu- 
ous principles? Have you renounced your pru- 
dence and modeſty, which have always endeared 
you to me more than your beauty? Heavens! 
Gallants all night! I was not fo wretched as to 
ſurpriſe you with the Count of . . . . , but he 
was ſeen to go into your chamber, and this was 
not the firſt time of his being indulged in ſuch fa- 
vours. I obſerved her with great attention, that 


I might gain information from every look and the 


minuteſt circumſtances of her behaviour. She 
wept, ſhe ſobb'd, her voice was drown'd in tears; 


and perceiving nothing which might aid my inqui- 
1 ws as much — by 2 „ 
tience as ſhe was by her paſſions. Recovering her 
ſpeech at laſt, ſeen to 
the |! Who ſaw him? 
an accuſation againſt me? It is Madam de..... 


into my chamber, cried 
"ho dares bring ſo horrid 


without doubt, added ſhe, naming her former 
Governeſs; but if her malice is to be credited, it 


ts to no purpoſe for me to attempt to juſtify my- 


J was ftartled at this language, becauſe it was a 


plain proof that Theofa gueſs'd at the ſubject of 


my complaints, and that ſhe knew that this wo- 
man had formed reſolutions to her prejudice. 
Hear me, faid I interrupting her, I own that it 
was Madam de.. . who faw the Count. Have 
I any reaſon to miſtruſt her evidence? But if you 
have any arguments to take off its force, pray let 


me hear them. This requeſt encourzged her to 
tell me, that Mr. de... had diſcontinued his 


from 
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from being her Governeſs, and that he had ſent a 
very uncivil anſwer to a Letter in which ſhe told 
him that he might viſit her as uſual, notwithſtand- 
ing ſome late alterations in which ſhe was little 
concerned. He had informed her that the Come- 
dy was now at an end; fince the reaſons which 
he had for playing in it, ceaſed as ſoon as the al- 
teration which ſhe mention'd took place. Being 
convinced by this declaration of the mortifying 
part which ſhe had acted, and perſuaded thatTheofa 
was happier in her amour, ſhe was ſpurred on by 
a thirſt of revenge to take all methods to procure 
ſome proofs againſt her. I have not been igno- 
rant, ſaid Theofa, of her artifice and ſnares, and 
know that I have been conſtantly watched where- 
ever I went. And now, it ſeems, her malice 
ſuppoſes that I entertain the Count in the night. 
What offers has ſhe not made to bribe my wo- 
man? Two days fince ſhe intercepted a Letter of 
the Count, threaten'd to inform you of it, and 
was vex'd to the heart that it was not in her power 
to pick out a ſingle expreſſion, from which ſhe 
cou'd wring an ill meaning. 5 
I did not doubt, added Theofa, when I faw 
vou in my chamber, but that her accuſations had 
Lads you thither. And your preſence, or ra- 
ther my deſpair to find you ſo readily liſten to my 
enemy, threw me into the conſternation in which 
you beheld me. I come now to conjure you to 
deliver me from ſo cruel a perſecution. She ſhed 
a torrent of tears, and falling on her knees by 
my bed-ſide, earneſtly beſought me to grant 
what I had refuſed her before. A Convent, ſaid 
ſhe, with a voice almoſt ſtifled with tears, a Con- 
vent is the only place which remains for me, and 
the only one I deſire. 9 
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1 know not what anſwer I ſhou'd have made 


der; for tho I was moved 


vinced 
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